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CUSAT Emerges #1 in Debut KIRF Ranking

Cochin University of Science and Technology clinched the top spot among 10 universities in Kerala
Institutional Ranking Framework instituted by Kerala Government and State Higher Education Council

n the first-ever Institutional

Ranking declared by a state gov-
ernment under the Kerala Institu-
tional Ranking Framework (KIRF),
Cochin University of Science and
Technology (CUSAT) has secured
the first rank in the university
category. The Ranking framework
hasbeen instituted by the Govern-
ment of Kerala and State Higher
Education Council. CUSAT stood
first among the 10 universities
in the state. The awards were de-
clared by Dr. R Bindu, Minister
for Higher Education and Social
Justice, at a press meet in Thrissur
on December 20.

Conceptualised on the lines
of NIRF ranking of the Ministry
of Education through National
Board of Accreditation, the KIRF
ranking of higher education in-
stitutions in the state is based on
academic excellence.

The aim of the newly-intro-
duced ranking system is to help
students choose their institution
based on quality of education
and to improve the national and
international ranking of Kerala’s
educational institutions.

- Expressing great pleasure in the
The ranking ranking, Dr. M Junaid Bushiri, Vice
aims to help Chancellor, CUSAT, said, “The first
students choose | position in KIRF ranking comes
their institution as an honour for CUSAT, which is
based on equipped with volumes of academ-
lity of ic resources. This is a recognition
quall y,o for the university’s fundamental
Ed!’cat'on and scientific research, and technol-
to Improve the ogy and innovation developed in
national and collaboration with industries, in
international tandem with the development of
ranking of Kerala. This award will be an impe-
Kerala's tus for the academic and research
educational advances carried out by CUSAT in
S collaboration with national and
institutions

international academic institu-

Major Initiatives Undertaken in Last Five Years

Recruitment of new faculty members

on a continuous basis.

ployees and programme in Executive
MTech in Polymer Technology.
WatsonX Solution Grant for CUSAT | -

tions. I congratulate everyone who
worked behind this achievement
of CUSAT. The KIRF ranking is
surely a milestone in Kerala’s ac-
ademic advancements.”

The KIRF provides for ranking
of institutions in five broad gener-
ic groups of parameters, namely:
Teaching, Learning and Resources
(TLR), Knowledge Dissemination
and Research Excellence (KDRE),
Graduation Outcome (GO), Out-
reach and Inclusivity (OI) and
Scientific Temper and Secular Out-
look (STSO), for which CUSAT has
earned 93.32,97, 82, 60.96 and 43
points respectively.

like Integrated PG, Academic Bank of
Credits, MOOC course, etc.

+ Highly qualified young faculty mem- |

bers with international exposure.
Vibrant Industry academia partner-
ship like CUSAT Synthite Centre for
Bio-manufacturing, Geojit CUSAT
Centre for Sustainability Studies.
MoU with Cochin International Avi-
ation Services Limited(CIASL) and
CIASL Academy to conduct various
aviation programmes.

MoU with Apollo Tyres Pvt Ltd to pro-
vide workforce training to the em-

to get the access to the $50K credits;
CUSAT will receive pro bono (free of
cost) mentoring services and access to
various IBM Cloud services.
Substantial increase in consulting,
training and executive education de-
signed for Industry.

Big thrust on winning project grants
from International, national and state
level funding agencies.

Launch of new academic initiatives

Increase in capital expenditure for
purchase of equipment under KIIFBIL.
Revamping of admission procedure
for improved student diversity.
Support for Career Advancement.
Increase in research outputs in terms
of publications, patents, citation, etc
Strengthening international collab-
orations by attracting more foreign
students to campus, student exchange
programmes, Joint/Twinning pro-
gramimes, etc.
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CUSAT Jumps to 51¢ Position in NIRF RanKing

The university stood 10t among varsities in Kerala and 34™ among state universities in the country

Cochin University of Science
and Technology (CUSAT), has
made an outstanding achieve-
ment in securing an impressive
positions in different categories
in the NIRF rankings. The univer-
sity is ranked 10" among the State
Public Universities, 34™ among
Universities and 51 among the
Higher Education Institutions in
the country. This accomplishment
is a testament to the dedication,
hard work, and unwavering com-
mitment of every member of the
University community.

CUSAT, the only Science and
Technology University in the state
of Kerala, has been pioneering the
interdisciplinary academic and
research programmes in the state
of Kerala through its 33 teaching
departments and 26 centres of ex-
cellence in cutting edge technolo-
gy domains. CUSAT has research
collaboration with many well-es-
tablished premier research insti-
tutions in the country as well as
Universities abroad.

Over the course of 53 years, CU-
SAT has accumulated numerous
research facilities and has won

several funded projects. CUSAT
has two vibrant Technology Busi-
ness Incubators in the campus
hosting 50+ startups in various
domains such as Electronics, IT,
Ship Technology and Marine sci-
ence. To foster innovation, CUSAT
has set up CUSATECH Foundation,
a company under section 8 (1) of
the Companies Act, 2013.
Winner of the prestigious
Chancellor’s Award for the best
University in the State thrice, CU-

Improvement in Critical Parameters from

NIRF 2023 to NIRF 2024

State Public University Rank in India - 10
University Category Rank 37 34
Overall Category Rank 63 51
Management Category Rank 81
Overall Score 52.33 55.95
Teaching, Learning, Resources (TLR) Score 62.4 71.68
Research, Professional Practice & Collab- 34.36 35.53
orative Performance (RPC) Score

Graduate Outcome (GO) Score 73.79 73.76
Outreach and Inclusivity (OI) Score 51.74 56.10
Perception (PR) Score 33.67 34.31

SAT is a world-ranking university consistently
figuring in the Times Higher Education World
Ranking and in QS World University Ranking.
School of Engineering, CUSAT has obtained
TEQUIP Phase 3 and all of its divisions have
NBA accreditation.

Times Higher
Education Rankings:
CUSAT at 27" Spot

C ochin University of Science and Technol-
ogy has secured 27" position in the coun-
try at the inaugural Times Higher Education
(THE) Interdisciplinary Science Rankings
featuring 749 universities from 92 countries
and territories. CUSAT is the only institution
from Kerala to be included in the THE ranking
list and features in the 350- 400 band in the
world.

The THE Interdisciplinary Science Rank-
ings measure global universities’ contribu-
tions and commitment to interdisciplinary
science. The ranking includes 11 calibrated
performance indicators to assess institutions
across three key areas, each representing a
stage in the life cycle of research projects: in-
puts (funding); process (measures of success,
facilities, administrative support) and outputs
(resreach and publication).
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University among Top 1000 Global Varsities

CUSAT ranks first in Kerala and 38" in India among the world’s premier academic institutions that are
leading the way in social and environmental sustainability in QS World Sustainability Ranking 2025

Cochin University of Science
and Technology has retained
its position in the top 1000 univer-
sities in the world in the QS World
Sustainability Ranking 2025. CU-
SAT features in the 971-980 band
in the world, 299" in Asia, 53™ in
Southern Asia, 38" in India, and
first in Kerala among the world’s
premier academic institutions that
are leading the way in social and
environmental sustainability.

The rankings are based on
a methodology that comprises
indicators that are designed to
measure an institution’s ability
to tackle the world’s greatest envi-
ronmental, social, and governance
(ESG) challenges.

Scores are assigned on nine

parameters under categories of Envi-
ronmental Impact, Social Impact and
Governance.

CUSAT has bagged commendable
ranks in different categories as well. It
is ranked 609" in the world in the En-

vironmental Impact category and 576
in the world in the Governance category.
CUSAT and University of Kerala (ranked
in 1181-1200 band) are the only institu-
tions from Kerala to figure in the list of
1,744 institutions across the globe.

Four Faculty Members among Stanford Top 2% Scientists

our scientists from CUSAT

have featured in this year’s
Stanford University rankings list
of top 2% of scientists in the world.
Dr. Sreejith P S, Syndicate member
and former Dean of Faculty of
Engineering at the university, Dr.
Manoj PK, Head of Department of
Applied Economics, Dr. Prashanth
Raghavan, Head of Department of
Polymer Science and Rubber Tech-
nology, and Dr. C P Reghunadhan
Nair, Emeritus Professor at De-
partment of Polymer Science and
Rubber Technology, have featured
in the list this year.

Dr. Sreejith, former Principal
at School of Engineering CUSAT
and Cochin University College of
Engineering Kuttanad (CUCEK),
has been featuring continuously
in the prestigious global ranking
since 2021. He has also served as
the Principal of Rajagiri School
of Engineering & Technology and

DR. C P RAGHUNADHAN NAIR DR.SREEJITHP S
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Federal Institute of Science & Technol-
ogy.

Dr. Manoj, who joined Department
of Economics, CUSAT, after serving
eight years in banking industry, is the
Professor and Head of the Department.
He has served as the Chairman of BoS
in Applied Economics and Member of
Faculty of Social Sciences.

Dr. Prashanth Raghavan, the young-
est Indian scientist to be included in the
2024 career-long ranking list, has been
featuring continuously in the prestigious

DR. MANOJ P K

DR. PRASANTH RAGHAVAN

global ranking since 2019. He has served
asresearch scientist at Nanyang Techno-
logical University, Singapore and Rice
University, USA, before joining CUSAT.
Dr. C P Reghunadhan Nair, former
Deputy Director at ISRO, worked at
Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre in var-
ious capacities till his retirement in
2016. An expert in space material sci-
ence, his research activities in the fields
of chemistry, polymer chemistry and
propellants and materials have been
recognised at national and global levels.

JULY-DECEMBER 2024 +« 7
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Kerala’s First ‘American Corner’ Opens Doors

The American Corners are part of a global network of over 600 facilities in 130 countries.

he U.S. Consulate General in

Chennai and the Cochin Uni-
versity of Science and Technology
(CUSAT) on December 3 inaugu-
rated an American Corner’ at the
CUSAT campus in Kochi, offering
an American cultural and educa-
tional space to the public in Kerala.

The American Corners are
part of a global network of over
600 facilities in 130 countries.
These centres, which operate in-
dependently with U.S. economic
support, are established in institu-
tions and universities worldwide
to provide students with various
forms of assistance, training, and
support. They are expected to of-
fer high levels of funding for joint
projects, training opportunities
for staff and students, free access
to extensive digital resources, and
partnerships with public and pri-
vate sectors in the U.S.

The American Corner will
serve as an active space for dia-
logue, learning, and cultural col-
laboration by leveraging CUSAT’s
academic and research environ-
ment. Integrating the Corner into
the campus will enhance CUSAT’s
internationalsation efforts and
foster global partnerships and
mutual understanding.

Jeanne Briganti, Public Affairs
Officer at the U.S. Consulate Gen-
eral Chennai, inaugurated the
American Corner alongside CU-
SAT Vice Chancellor Dr. M. Junaid
Bushiri and Dr. Rajan Varughese,
Member Secretary of Kerala State
Higher Education Council.

Jeanne Briganti said: “The
American Corner at CUSAT is set
to become a vibrant centre for in-
novation, learning, and cultural
exchange, strengthening the ties
between the US and India. The
American Centre Chennai, which
will directly support the new

GENERAL CHENNAI, AND DR. RAJAN VARUGHESE, MEMBER SECRETARY OF KERALA STATE HIGHER EDUCATION COUNCIL
INAUGURATING THE AMERICAN CORNER

The American
Corner will
serve asan
active space
for dialogue,
learning,

and cultural
collaboration
by leveraging
CUSAT's
academic
and research
environment

American Corner, shares with
CUSAT a commitment to empow-
er girls and women in STEAM,
promote hands-on-learning op-
portunities and STEAM for social
good, improve access to science,
and cultivate the next generation
of change makers.”

Dr. Rajan, in hisaddress, her-
alded the partnership as a trans-
formative step. “This opportunity
represents a beacon of opportu-
nity for a sustained academic col-
laboration between Kerala and
the US. The establishment of the
American Corner is perfectly
aligned with the vision of the State
government and KSHEC to pro-
mote the internationalisation of
Kerala’s higher education sector.”

The activities at American
Corner will be free of charge and
open to all. The American Corner’s
inaugural programs will feature
the Young Innovators’ Lab, with a
hands-on Robotics and 3D Print-

ing workshop series for school
students at CUSAT’s Centre for
Science in Society (C-SIS); a Busi-
ness Communication Workshop
tailored for entrepreneurs, orga-
nized in collaboration with the
Government of Kerala through
the Kerala Startup Mission; and
intensive eLibraryUSA training
sessions for research scholars at
CUSAT to maximise the use of dig-
ital resources.

In 2025, American Corner will
feature an Al and Machine Learn-
ing workshop, organised in part-
nership with IIT Madras. Future
initiatives will include Educa-
tionUSA informational sessions,
United States-India Educational
Foundation (USIEF) consultations
on higher education or US Ful-
bright Programmes, and exchange
programmes. The American Cor-
ner located at the Students’ Amen-
ity Centre will be open from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Saturday.
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Dr. M Junaid Bushiri Assumes Office as Vice Chancellor

r. M Junaid Bushiri, Professor of

Physics and Chairman of Board
of Studies, Physics, on September 21
assumed office as the new Vice Chan-
cellor of the University in the wake of
the superannuation of Dr. P G Sankaran.
Dr. P G Sankaran who was serving as
Pro-Vice Chancellor took over as the
Vice Chancellor in April 2023.

Dr. Bushiri received his Ph.D from
University of Kerala in 2000. Before
joining Department of Physics, CUSAT
in 2006, he worked at Korea Advanced
Institute of Science and Technology Ko-
rea; Academia Sinica, Taiwan; Depart-
ment of Electronic Structure at Institute
of Molecular Science, Okazaki, Japan;

and Department of
Physics, University of
Kerala. He also worked
at Department of Fisi-
caAplicada, University
of Valencia, Spain. He
served as the Head of
Department of Phys-
ics, CUSAT, from 2016
to 2019. He has to his
credit 58 publications DR.M JUNAID BUSHIRI
in national and in-

ternational journals and 62 papers in
conference and seminar proceedings.
He has completed two research projects
funded by KSCSTE, Government of Ker-
ala; 11 students have completed M.Phil

under his supervision. Another
11 students were awarded Ph.D
under his guidance. He has been
a member of the Senate of CUSAT
since 2015.

A native of Peroorkada in Thi-
ruvananthapuram, Dr. Bushiri is
married to Dr. Saiba A N, Assistant
Research Officer at Govt. Ayurveda
Research Centre, Poojappura. The
couple has two daughters - Far-
hath Jahan, MSc Physics student
at Kariavattom Campus of Kerala
University, and Farheen Jennath,
BTech student at Govt College of
Engineering, Barton Hill.

CUSAT Bids Farewell to Dr. P G Sankaran

O n September 24, CUSAT communi-
ty accorded a heartfelt farewell to
Dr. P G Sankaran whose tenure as the
Vice Chancellor of the University ended.

With 22 years of teaching, research
and administrative experience, he
served as the Vice Chancellor from
April 26, 2023. Dr. P G Sankaran, who
has been the Pro-Vice Chancellor of the
University since August 2017, has also
served as the Head of Department of
Statistics, CUSAT and Director, Centre
for Population Studies.

During his tenure, the university
has achieved notable achievements, in-
cluding being ranked 10" among state
universities in the NIRF ranking. The
university has signed 76 MoUs in the last
two years. Of these, 31 MoUs were with
foreign universities and institutions. It
was under his leadership that an agree-
ment was reached to start new academic

programmes with Cochin International
Airport and Apollo Tyres.

It was during this period that inno-
vative programmes such as Integrated
PG and 10 MOOC courses were intro-
duced and major procurements under
the 3240 crore KIIFB project to devel-
op the university into an International
Centre for Excellence in Academics and
Research was completed.

As many as 44 patents were granted
during the period 2022-2024, and 216
researchers were awarded Ph.D in the
last academic year.

Dr. M Junaid Bushiri, the new Vice
Cahncellor, Dr. A U Arun, Registrar,
Dr. N Manoj, Controller of Examina-
tion, Dr. Sasi Gopalan, Member of
Syndicate, Dr. S M Sunoj, Member of
Syndicate, Dr. P S Sreejith, Member of
Syndicate, and Dr. Sam Thomas, IQAC
Director, spoke on the occasion.

DR. P G SANKARAN RECEIVING A TOKEN OF APPRECIATION FROM VICE CHANCELLOR DR. M JUNAID BUSHIRI

Dr. Arun A U Joins
as CUSAT Registrar

D r. Arun A U assumed office as
the Registrar of Cochin Uni-
versity of Science and Technology.
He was handed over the charge of
Registrar
on Septem-
ber 5 by
his prede-
cessor Dr.
V Sivanan-
dan Achari
in the pres-
ence of Vice
Chancellor
Dr. P G San-
karan.

An alumnus of School of Ma-
rine Sciences, CUSAT, Dr. Arun’s
appointment comes as a double
joy for the university. He com-
pleted his graduation in Zoology
from M G University in 1993 and
MSc. In Marine Biology from CU-
SAT in 1996. After earning his Ph.D
in Marine Sciences from CUSAT
in 2004, he joined Department
of Zoology at St. Peter’s College,
Kolenchery, where he is currently
the Professor and Head of Depart-
ment of Zoology.

DR.ARUNAU

JULY-DECEMBER 2024 « 9



TEJUS | NEW PHASE

Dr. N Manoj cOmmgnceg Tenure as
Controller of Examinations

r. N Manoj, Professor at Depart-
ment of Applied Chemistry, as-

sumed office as the Controller of Ex-
aminations of Cochin University of
Science and Technology on October 30.

Dr. Manoj, who has
served in the capacities
of the University Coordi-
nator of the RUSA scheme
of MHRD and the Coor-
dinator of the Centre for
Integrated Studies, has
been in CUSAT since 2006 W& 8
when he joined as a Read- %
er in Department of Ap- k'i
plied Chemistry. He went pr n manoJ
on to become the profes-
sor-in-charge and Director of CUSAT-
ECH Foundation, a company formed
under section 8 of the Companies Act
2013 with a mandate to promote en-
trepreneurship, research, and inno-
vation among students, alumni, and
teachers of CUSAT.

He obtained his Ph.D from NIIST

I\,

- CSIR, Trivandrum in 1999, and was
a post-doctoral fellow at Politechnic
University of Valéncia, Spain, and at
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology,
Karlsruhe, Germany during 2000-
2006. He was also a visit-
ing fellow at University of
Sao Paulo, Brazil, and Hok-
kaido University, Japan.

He has published over
30 published articles in
international journals
and has been a Principal
Investigator of research
projects funded by UGC,
ICMR, and DST. He has
served as a member of the
Board of Studies in Applied Chemistry,
a member of the Faculty of Science,
Academic Council, and an elected
member of the University Senate. He is
also a member of the board of studies
at Calicut University, Mahatma Gand-
hi University, and a few Autonomous
Colleges.
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CMA Girishkumar P G
Embarks on Role of
Finance Officer

C ochin University of Science and Tech-
nology gets its new Finance Officer
as CMA Girishkumar P G takes charge on
December 11.

Girishkumar, who has 15 years admin-
istrative, accounting and finance expe-
rience, has been the Assistant Registrar
Finance at Indian Maritime University,
Chennai, since 2021. He is a fellow mem-
ber of Institute of Cost Accountants of
India.

He has served
in the capacities of
Junior Accounts Of-
ficer, Accounts Offi-
cer, Chief Accounts
Officer and Inter-
nal Finance Advisor
during his 11-year
tenure at BSNL Pal- ¢\, cioicukumarp
akkad till 2021. After
completing B.Com from University of
Calicut and MBA from Bharathiar Uni-
versity, Girishkumar qualified NET-UGC.
He qualified his ICWA-CMA from ICWA
of India in June 2007 and CS from ICSI of
India in December 2019.

Additionally, he holds a diploma in
Computer Application, Financial Ac-
counting (Tally) and has ample exposure
in SAP FICO.

Girishkumar has also served many
private firms in various capacities, in-
cluding Finance Manager in Chettinad
Foundation School Division, Chennai,
Cost Accountant in Manjilas Group of
Companies, Thrissur, Manager-Finance
& Cost Control in Sun Rock Co, Nizam-
abad, Finance Manager at Deepa Panels
Pvt Ltd, Chennai, Manager (Accounts &
Finance) in Propyl Packs (P) Ltd., Thris-
sur, Manager in Excel Impex, Thrissur,
Accountant-cum-manager at Thankam
Chemicals (P) Ltd. Kochi, Audit Assistant
with Sheshachalam Chartered Accoun-
tants, Andhra Pradesh, and Accountant
at Aswathy Marketing Associates, Thrissur.

Girishkumar also has teaching experi-
ence in Accountancy and Costing at Sobha
College, Tirur, where he was a teacher
from 1993 to 1995.
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Racing to Glory: Yeti Racing Team Wins
Hearts at SAE India SUPRA 2024
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eti Racing, the Formula Student team

representing the School of Engineer-
ing, CUSAT, won accolades at the SAE India
SUPRA 2024 at Buddh International Cir-
cuit, Noida. Competing on a national level,
the 24-member team from CUSAT secured
an overall rank of 9.

Being the first team from Kerala to
complete the endurance race in the his-
tory of SAE SUPRA, Yeti Racing stood sixth
in the endurance race category, third in
the cost and manufacturing category and
ninth in the engineering design category.
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Rover Challenge: Team Horizon to
Represent University at Poland

CUSAT is the only educational institution from South India selected for this international competition

eam Horizon of School of

Engineering has been se-
lected for the European Rover
Challenge to be held in Poland
in September 2024. CUSAT is the
only educational institution from
South India selected for this inter-
national competition. The team
will represent India after winning
the first place in the qualifying
competition.

CUSAT team features among
the 69 participating teams from
across five continents after se-
curing an international rank of
11 and a national first rank. Team
Horizon beat world-class institu-

tions like Imperial College of the
University of London to reach this
position. Last year, Team Horizon
had secured 19" place in the in-
ternational rover challenge. ISRO
Chairman Dr. S Somnath had in-
teracted with the students and
congratulated them.

The European Rover Challenge
isan international rover competi-
tion held annually in Poland un-
der the aegis the European Space
Foundation. The biggest compe-
tition in Europe, the event is at-
tended by contestants from differ-
ent parts of the world along with
scientists and entrepreneurs in

the field. Team Horizon has 18 girls on board
and isled by Team Leader Muhammad Ziyad,
Team Manager Rommel Josbin and Faculty
Coordinators Dr. Biju N (Professor, Depart-
ment of Mechanical Engineering) and Sheena
KM (Professor, Department of Electrical and
Electronics Engineering). The team has been
mentored by Dr. Sasigopalan, Professor, De-
partment of Mathematics, CUSAT.

University Hails Bailey Brldge Builder at Wayanad Landslides

midst the sorrow and anguish expe-

rienced by the people of Wayanad
due to the devastating landslides, the
students and faculty of Cochin Uni-
versity of Science and Technology (CU-
SAT) shared a moment of immense
pride.

Major Aneesh Mohan, an alumnus
of CUSAT’s School of Engineering (Civ-
il Engineering, 2003-2007 batch), led a
team of soldiers to construct a 190-foot-
long, 24-tonne capacity Bailey bridge in
Wayanad within a mere 36 hours, despite
facing a lot of advversities.

Currently overseeing 144 soldiers in
Bengaluru, Major Mohan, and his team
were specifically summoned to clear the
transportation hurdles impeding the

MAJOR ANEESH MOHAN

rescue efforts. News of their achieve-
ment spread quickly among the CUSAT
community, who began showering him
with accolades on various social media
platforms.

“It is a moment of immense pride

for the campus that one of our former
students is leading the rescue efforts
by establishing the transportation route
which is most vital in the endeavour,"
said Roy M Thomas, a faculty member
of the School of Engineering at CUSAT.
Kannan S Velinthara, a classmate of
Mohan and a member of the CUSAT
alumni association, said Mohan’s efforts
have made the entire alumni proud.
"My class's WhatsApp group's display
picture is his photograph. Everyone feels
one among them is leading the rescue
efforts in Wayanad," said Kannan.
Major Aneesh Mohan is the son of N
Mohanan and P K Kusalakumari from
Alappuzha. He is married to Nikhi and
has two children, Rayyan and Ahaan.
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Seven CUSAT Professors Attend Advanced Professional
Education Programme at ETU LETI, Russia

The professors were specially trained at ETU LETI's cutting-edge laboratories, covering areas such as
Microwave Electronics Devices, X-Ray Diagnostics and Production Control, Magnonics, etc.

S even professors from CUSAT par-
ticipated in the ‘Advanced Profes-
sional Education Programme in the
field of New Generation of Electronic
Component Base’ at Saint Petersburg
Electrotechnical University "ETU LETL,"
Russia. The programme, aimed at fos-
tering international academic and re-
search collaboration, was scheduled
from September 23 to October 4, 2024,
with the first week held in Saint Peters-
burg and the second week in Obninsk.
The professors who represented CUSAT
are, Dr. Hareesh Ramanathan, Dr. Aldrin
Antony, Dr. Supriya Subash, Dr. Anju
Pradeep, Dr. Abdulla P, Dr. Deepti Das
Krishna and Dr. Sabeena M

This programme was part of the on-
going dual degree MS programme in
‘New Generation of Electronic Compo-
nent Base’ launched jointly by CUSAT

and ETU LETI. The professors were spe-
cially trained at ETU LETT’s cutting-edge
laboratories, covering areas such as
Microwave Electronics Devices, X-Ray
Diagnostics and Production Control,
Magnonics and Radiophotonics Devic-
es, Semiconductor Materials and Nano

Heterostructures, and Nuclear
Power Engineering. This experi-
ence equipped the faculty with
advanced knowledge in emerging
technologies, benefiting both in-
stitutions through collaborative
learning and research.

CUSAT Student
Bag Charpak
Scholarship

Aishwarya
S, student of
the Interna-
tional School
of Photon-
ics, has been
awarded the
France Excel-
lence Char-
pak Scholar-
ship to complete her final year of
M.Sc Photonics at the University of
Troyes, France. The admission to
Troyes was based on a Memoran-
dum of Understanding between
CUSAT and Troyes University.
Aishwarya, a native of Kasargod,
isthedaughter of Suresh and Santha
Kumari and sister of Ashwin Suresh.

AISHWARYA S

redrick Juma Syanya, a
Kenyan national and an
ICCR PhD Scholar at School
of Industrial Fisheries, CUSAT
has been awarded the Com-
monwealth Scholarship Com-
mission (CSC) Alumni Com- |
munity Engagement Fund [
(ACEF) for the year 2024-2025.
ACEF is an annual fund
which seeks to support Commonwealth
Scholarship Alumni in raising aware-
ness of key development issues at the
community level through the organi-
sation of an engagement activity. The
fund value is £1,200 (around 1.30 lakh).
ACEF is a competitive fund and awarded
to a small number of Commonwealth
Scholarship Alumni each year. Fredrick
Juma Syanya’s activity, ‘Field schools for

FEDRICK JUMA SYANYA

Kenyan PhD Scholar Gets Commonwealth
Scholarship Worth ¥1.30 Lakh

fisher communities: engaging
Vypin fishers in mangrove res-
toration and ocean clean-up
in Kerala, South India’, will
address the theme. ‘Save our
oceans’. He is working under
Dr. M Harikrishnan, Senior
= Professor, School of Industrial
Fisheries, CUSAT.

The Commonwealth Schol-
arship Commission manages the UK’s
contribution to the Commonwealth
Scholarship and Fellowship Plan (CSFP)
which is an international programme
under which member governments of-
fer scholarships and fellowships to citi-
zens of other Commonwealth countries.
The CSFP is one of the largest and most
prestigious scholarship schemes for in-
ternational study in the world.
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Dr. S Bijoy Nandan at BRICS Congress

As part of the Russian Federation's
chairmanship of BRICS in 2024,
Dr. S Bijoy Nandan, Dean of the Facul-
ty, Marine Sciences, has been invited
to speak at the BRICS Scientific and
Educational Congress on Ecology and
Climate Change. This prestigious event
was held in the Sirius federal territory,
Russia, from October 20 to 21,2024, co-
inciding with preparations for the XVI
BRICS Summit in Kazan.

The Congress was one of the key gath-
erings addressing critical global issues
in the fields of ecology and climate
change. It brought together experts
from science, education, government,
the business community, and young sci-
entists from the BRICS nations (Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and South Africa)
to exchange knowledge and formulate
collaborative solutions for environmen-
tal and climate cooperation.

Dr.Nandan’s invitation comes as part
of the ongoing collaboration between

DR. S BIJOY NANDAN AT THE BRICS SCIENTIFIC AND
EDUCATIONAL CONGRESS ON ECOLOGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
HELD IN THE SIRIUS FEDERAL TERRITORY, RUSSIA

CUSAT and Lomonosov Moscow State
University’s Marine Research Centre
(LMSU MRC), Russia, following the sign-
ing of a Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU). The MoU focuses on joint
research in marine sciences and climate
change, strengthening academic ties

Dr. Nandan delivered two key
presentations at the Congress on
the topic of Water Management and
Climate Change, and The World's
Ocean and Climate Change.

between the two institutions. He
delivered two key presentations
at the Congress on the topic of
Water Management and Climate
Change, and The World’s Ocean
and Climate Change.

The Congress aims to foster
greater collaboration among
BRICS countries, with a particu-
lar emphasis on youth education
in the field of climate science. It
was a platform for future leaders
to address the global ecological
challenges that are of growing
importance to the BRICS nations
and the world at large.

Natlonal Award for CULAC

First FACT Chair Professor
Established in CUSAT

he first FACT Chair

Professorship inDe-
partment of Safety and
Fire Engineering has been
established in School of
Engineering at CUSAT.
Dr. G Madhu has been

he Cochin University Legal

Aid Clinic (CULAC) managed
by School of Legal Studies (SLS),
has won the award for Best Legal
Aid Clinic in the third edition of
Prof. V S Mallar Memorial Legal
Aid Competition. The four-month
event, organised by the Centre for
Environmental Law, Education,
Research and Advocacy (CEERA),
NLSIU, along with Symbiosis Law
School, (SLS) Pune, and Depart-
ment of Justice, Ministry of Law
and Justice, Government of In-
dia, aims to elevate holistic legal

awareness, provide vital legal as-
sistance and inspire enthusiastic
legal activism among law students
across the country.

The team from SLS led by Dr.
Vani Kesari, Associate Professor,
Dr. Harigovind P C, Dr. Binumole
Kand Ms. Jean Vinitha Peter, Assis-
tant Professors, and Haridev Var-
ma, student coordinator, secured
the award by competing against
80 teams from various parts of
the country. The award compris-
es a cash prize of 325,000 and a
citation.

appointed as FACT Chair
Professor. The Chair focus-
es on the areas of health,
safety and environmental
engineering. CUSAT Vice Chancellor Dr. P G San-
karan inaugurated the programme. Dr. Arun AU,
Registrar, CUSAT, Shobha Cyrus, Principal, Dr.
Deepak Kumar Sahoo, Professor of Safety and
Fire Engineering, Sam Thomas, Director, IQAC,
Anupam Misra, FACT Marketing Manager, Dr.
Jayachandran.K, FACT Technical Director, Dr. VR
Ranjith, Head of Safety and Fire Engineering, Dr.
G Madhu FACT Chair Professor, and Susan Abra-
ham spoke.

DR. G MADHU
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University Featured in International
Green Gown Award Shortlist

USAT was in July
shortlisted for the
prestigious International
Green Gown Award organ-
ised by the United Nations
Environment Programme
(UNEP) in association
with CUSAT Shortlisted
for 2024 QS Reimagine
Education Awards
Cochin University of
Science and Technology
has been shortlisted for
the Sustainability Educa-
tion Action Award catego-
ry in the 2024 QS Reimag-
ine Education Awards.
The project titled ‘Sus-
tainable Campus Mission:
Transformation, Envi-
ronmental Stewardship
and beyond’ ranked in

the top 25%. The 2024
QS Reimagine Education
Awards received over
1,300 submissions across
18 award categories. The
first round of evaluations
is conducted by more than
800 international judges,
with an exceptional array
of innovative projects.

The Sustainability Ed-
ucation Action Award
celebrates projects that
have actively implement-
ed sustainability educa-
tion, inspiring tangible
change, demonstrating
leadership through cam-
pusinitiatives, community
partnerships, and advoca-
cy, fostering a more sus-
tainable future.
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Grinson George Appointed
CMFRI Director

Grinson George, former head of
the Marine Biodiversity and Envi-
ronment Management Division at the
Central Marine Fisheries Research In-
stitute (CMFRI) has assumed charge as
Director of the CMFRI. He has also held
the position of Senior Programme Spe-
cialist at the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation in Dhaka.

A fisheries researcher with over two
decades of experience, Dr. George holds
expertise in areas such as fishery re-
source management, marine biodiver-
sity, environment management, fisher-
ies oceanography, remote sensing and
climate change.

He has led multiple high impact re-
search projects as principal investiga-
tor at national and international level
with funding support of agencies such
as the Ministry of Earth Sciences, Minis-
try of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, Indian Space Research Organ-
isation, Department of Biotechnology,
Department of Science and Technolo-
gy and ICAR- National Innovations in

GRINSON GEORGE

Climate Resilient Agriculture project
(NICRA), and the India-UK Water Qual-
ity Initiatives.

He has served as a member of the
Board of Studies at Cochin Universi-
ty of Science and Technology (Cusat)
and Kerala University of Fisheries and
Ocean Studies (Kufos) and has guided
PhD scholars in universities, including
CUSAT, KUFOS, Andhra University and
Mangalore University. Dr. George hails
from Chalakudy in Thrissur district.

NBA Accreditation
for M.Tech Courses in
School of Engineering

CUSAT School of Engineering
has been accredited by National
Board of Accreditation (NBA) for
Geotechnical Engineering (Civil),
Thermal Engineering (Mechani-
cal) and Industrial Safety (Safety
& Fire) courses.

With all its programmes ac-
credited by NBA, CUSAT School
of Engineering has become one of
the rare educational institutions
to achieve such a feat. All BTech
courses in CUSAT will be covered
by NBA Tier 1 accreditation till
2025.

The accreditation will benefit
the students, especially the 2024-
26 M.Tech batch, by increasing
employment opportunities, gov-
ernment funding and academ-
ic prospects, both in India and
abroad. This globally accepted
accreditation is given by the NBA
after evaluating the course sylla-
bus, qualifications of teachers,
experience, publications, campus
facilities and many other factors.

Seven Programmes in FI\IE Departments RECEIVE 10A Accreditation

In a proud recognition, seven
programmes in five depart-
ments of CUSAT received accred-
itation by Institute of Analytics
(IoA), UK, a global body for an-
alytics that promotes study and
application of data science and
analytics. The accreditation was
received by M.Sc Computer Sci-
ence with specialisation in Data
Science, M.Sc Computer Science
with Specialisation in Artificial
Intelligence, Master of Comput-
er Applications, (Department
of Computer Science) Bachelor
of Vocation in Business Process
and Data Analytics (Deen Day-
al Upadhyay Kaushal Kendra),
MTech Information Technol-
ogy, Business Analytics and In-

telligence, B.Tech Computer Science
and Engineering, B.Tech Information
Technology (School of Engineering),
Master of Business Administration
(School of Management Studies) at a
grand function held as part of Analyt-
ics Summit - Exploring New Horizons
at Department of Polymer Science and
Rubber Technology on November 12.
The Summit was organised as part of
the MoU inked by IoA, International

Skill Development Corporation (ISDC)
and CUSAT.

With the IoA accreditation, CUSAT's
global recognition as a quality learning
establishment will get a boost, attract-
ing high-calibre students, who can gain
a competitive edge in the data age.

Vice Chancellor Dr. M Junaid Bushiri
inaugurated the ceremony in the pres-
ence of Ms. Claire Hodgson, Global
Memberships Manager, IoA, Registrar
Dr. A U Arun, IQAC Director Dr. Sam
Thomas and International Relations
Director Dr. Harish N Ramanathan.

Inaugurating the event, the Vice
Chancellor noted that the accredita-
tions by IoA would contribute to the
university's visibility and boost job op-
portunities for students who receive
skill development training.
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Physical Oceanography Alumnus Receives
Shanthi Swarup Bhatnagar Award

1?1

r. Roxy Mathew Koll, a former stu-

dent of Physical Oceanography,
CUSAT, received the prestigious Shanti
Swarup Bhatnagar Award, 2024 from
Droupadi Murmu, President of India at
a function held at Ganatantra Mandap,
Rashtrapati Bhavan. The Shanti Swarup
Bhatnagar Prize for Science and Technol-
ogy (SSB) an award given annually by the
Council of Scientific and Industrial Re-
search (CSIR) for notable and outstand-
ing research in Science and Technology.
Dr. Roxy, who has his MSc in Physical
Oceanography from CUSAT, is serving
as a Professor at Academy of Scientific
and Innovative Research (AcSIR) and
Scientist at Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology, Pune.

This is the second time an alumnus
of Department of Physical Oceanogra-
phy, CUSAT has been awarded the Shanti
Swarup Bhatnagar Award. In 2006, Prof.
P N Vinayachandran, IISc Bengaluru, a
former student of the department, was

DR. ROXY MATHEW KOLL RECEIVING THE SHANTI
SWARUP BHATNAGAR AWARD 2024 FROM DROUPADI
MURMU, PRESIDENT OF INDIA AT RASHTRAPATI
BHAVAN

honoured with the esteemed prize.

Dr. Roxy Mathew, currently a member
of Scientific Steering Group, UN World
Climate Research Programme-CLIVAR
Project, has been honoured with several
accolades including American Geophys-
ical Union (AGU) Devendra Lal Medal,
2022, Indian Meteorological Society
Special Award in Meteorology & Atmo-
spheric Science and was Kavi Fellow, US
National Academy of Sciences. His tech-
nical expertise and experiences include
Ocean and Atmospheric Research Cruis-
es in India and Pacific oceans, Climate/
Earth System Modeling using High Per-
formance Computing (HPC) skill.

He has served as Visiting Scientist at
Hokkaido University, Japan and Nation-
al Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA), USA, Adjunct Facultyat IMD
Meteorological Training Institute, Pune,
Research Scientist at Euro-Mediterranean
Centre on Climate Change, Italy. Dr. Roxy
Mathew Koll is a native of Kottayam.

Prestigious Women Scientist Grant for Post Doctoral Fellow

Dr. R Ishwarya was awarded the DHR women scientist three years grant for $40 lakh

r. R Ishwarya, Post Doctoral Fellow
(PDF) in the Centre of excellence
for aquatic vaccine development, De-
partment of Marine Biology, Micro-
biology, and Biochemistry at School
of Marine Sciences, has been selected
for the prestigious Women Scientist
grant supported by Department of
Health Research (DHR) women sci-
entist fellowship for the year 2024, to
work on the proposal titled ‘Therapeu-
tic application of marine compound
based hydrogels in treating diabetic
wounds’. Dr. Ishwarya was awarded the
DHR women scientist three-year grant
worth 340 lakh to work under Dr. Pun-
nadath Preetham.
The Human Resource Development
Scheme of Department of Health Re-

search is intended to create
a pool of talented health
research personnel in the

The main objective of the
proposal is to develop the
Channa striata mucus and

country by upgrading skills mvm Kappa-Carrageenan based
of faculty of Medical Col- s = hydrogel (KCM-Hydrogel),

leges/Institutes, mid-career
Scientists, medical students,
etc., by specialised training
in priority areas of health
research in leading national
and international institutions, encour-
age and support the trainees to devel-
op and take up research projects for
addressing critical national and local
health problems and financial assis-
tance to Institutions for up-gradation
of infrastructure to enable such Insti-
tutions to provide training with state
of the art technologies.

i
DR. R ISHWARYA

natural and multifunctional
medical patches for diabetic
wound management. These
results will facilitate in de-
termining the healing impact
of this natural product in treatment of
diabetic wounds and it may also help
in developing alternative cost effective
therapeutic modality.

The project is set to involve interna-
tional collaborations with Hannover
University, Ludwig Maximillian Uni-
versity, Germany along with Roslin
Institute, UK.

A
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Herbal Nano Fish Feed: ¥45 Lakh
nternational Grant for Dr. Preetham

r. Punnadath Preetham I Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam,
i E, Associate Professor = & | and the University of Putra,
at School of Marine Sciences, Malaysia, under the ASE-
Department of Marine Biol- AN-India Science and Tech-
ogy, Microbiology, and Bio- nology Development Fund
chemistry, has been award- (AISTDF).
ed an international project The objective of the project
grant in collaboration with isto ensure the long-term sus-
global partners. The grant, pg pynnADATH tainability of fish and shrimp
funded by the ASEAN Science PREETHAME farming practices in India
and Technology Department, and other Asian countries.
amounts to T45 lakh and will supporta | This involves creating polyherbal feed
two-year project. formulations based on nanotechnolo-
The project aims to develop a herbal | gy to boost immunity and improve the
nano feed to enhance fish health and | health of fish and shrimp.
growth. It is being conducted in part- The herbal nano feed addresses com-
nership with Thailand's Chulalongkorn | mon bacterial and fungal infectious dis-
University, the Biotechnology Center of | eases seen in aquaculture.

Instrumentation Student Awarded Excellence
Charpak Exchange Scholarship

nusree P K, M.Tech stu-

dent in Electronics In-
strumentation and Control
Engineering from the Instru-
mentation Department, has
been awarded the Excellence
Charpak Exchange Scholar-
ship to study at Gustave Eif-

semester from January to June
2025.

Anusree is one of the 12
Indians selected for the Ex-
cellence Charpak Exchange
Scholarship Spring Session
2025. She is the daughter of
Jayakrishnan P K and Maya-
fel University in France. The anusree p k devi, hailing from Pulik-
scholarship is for the Spring kalkunnath, Thrikkadeeri,
Session 2025 and will cover an academic | Ottapalam, Palakkad.

International Best Paper Award for
Senior Research Fellow at Radar Centre

A_ ngel Anita Christy, senior
research fellow at the Ad-

vanced Centre for Atmospher-
ic Radar Research, has bagged severe weather events, light-
the best student paper award ning, air pollution, fog for-

in the international confer- y mation etc. She developed
ence of the Asia Oceania Geo- this novel technique under the
sciences Society (AOGS) held : 2 guidance of Dr. M G Manoj,

at Pyeongchang, South Korea Scientist - D at ACARR, who
during 23-28 June 2024. was the supervising guide.

She presented her paper on a novel Angel is the daughter of Christopher
method of estimating the atmospher- | and Vimala, residing at Austin Villa, Tag-
ic boundary height by means of radar | ore Junction, Kollam.

remote sensing which has po-
tential applications in studies
related to convective activity,

ANGEL ANITA CHRISTY

Chemical Oceanography
Alumnus Gets ¥1.5 Crore
Fellowship

quib TP,

former
student of
MSc Hydro-
chemistry at
Department
of Chemical
Oceanog-
raphy, has aqugrp
been award-
ed a fully funded PhD Fellowship
worth 1.5 crore to conduct re-
search in School of Natural and
Computing Sciences at the Uni-
versity of Aberdeen, Scotland. The
research project is titled 'Cathode
Materials for Multivalent-ion Bat-
teries'. He was working as a Project
Associate at Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation in Bangalore. Aquib
T P is the son of Kunhalikutty and
Khairunnisa from Thazhe Puli-
yanandiyil, Nadapuram.

¥1.5 Crore Fellowship
for Chemistry Alumnus

Jifﬁn Vargh-
ese Oom-

men, alum-
nus of MSc
Chemistry at
Department
of Applied
Chemistry, has
been awarded gy yarahese

a PhD Fellow- OOMMEN

ship worth

1.5 crore to conduct research in
School of Chemistry at the Univer-
sity of Monash, Australia.

This fellowship is titled as
Faculty of Science Dean’s Inter-
national Postgraduate Research
Scholarship to pursue full-time
PhD at School of Chemistry. Jiffin
will start off at the University of
Monash on November 18. He is
the son of Geemon Itty and Soby
Geemon, from Thottiyil House,
Ericadu, Puthuppally, Kottayam.
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ICSSR Awards ¥25 Lakh Grant for Research on
Empowering Mothers of Autistic Children

In a significant move towards inclu-
sive social development, the Indi-
an Council of Social Science Research
(ICSSR) has awarded a research grant of
325 lakh to a team of esteemed scholars
and professionals for their project titled,
"Empowering Mothers of Autistic Chil-
dren: Promoting Mental, Physical, and
Economic Well-being for Inclusive Social
Development.”

The research falls under the Special
Call for Vision Viksit Bharat@2047 and
is categorised under Category A. The

Inclusive Development of Mothers of Kids on ASD: National Meet Held

S chool of Management Studies hosted
the ICSSR-sponsored National Con-
ference - Vision Viksit Bharat @2047
titled “Inclusive Social Development:
Empowerment of Mothers of ASD Chil-
dren” on December 13. The event was
inaugurated by Mr G Vijaya Raghavan,
Founder and Director of the National
Institute of Speech and Hearing (NISH)
and Hon. Director of the Centre for Au-
tism and Other Disabilities Rehabilita-
tion Research and Foundation (CADRE).
The inaugural ceremony was presided
over by the Director of School of Man-
agement Studies, Dr. Zakkariya K A The
conference convener Dr. Fezeena Khadir
welcomed the guests and Dr. R Ananthi
delivered the vote of thanks.

The conference featured an insightful
keynote address delivered by Dr. Sajida
Abdulla, Assistant Professor and Nodal
Officer of the Pain and Palliative Unit,
Government Medical College, Ernakulam.

research team is led by the Principal
Investigator Dr. Fezeena Khadir, Asso-
ciate Professor at CUSAT, along with 5
Project Directors, Shani S Hameed, Di-
rector, ALFA Paediatric Rehabilitation
& Child Development Centre, Dr. Mal-
lika Shankar, Assistant Professor, Christ
University, Bengaluru, Dr. Manju Koshy,
Professor, SUT Academy of Medical Sci-
ences, Trivandrum, Dr. Smarty Mukun-
dan, Associate Professor, CUSAT, and Dr.
R Ananthi, Assistant Professor, Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham, Kollam.

An engaging panel discussion with
four panelists from various fields in-
cluded Dr. Baby Chakrapani, Hon.
Director, Centre for Neuroscience,
CUSAT, Dr. Manju George, Professor &
Head, Pratheeksha Child Development
Centre, Pushpagiri Medical college, Ms.
Elizabeth Philip Project Coordinator,
Raksha Society, Cochin and Ms. Chitra
Paul, Parent Representative & Co-found-

Addressing a Critical Need & Impact
on the Community, this research aims
to empower mothers of autistic children
by enhancing their mental, physical, and
economic well-being, recognising the
unique challenges they face as caregivers.

The project seeks to improve their
quality of life, leading to stronger fam-
ily support structures and promoting
greater social inclusion for mothers of
children with autism. It also explores
avenues for financial independence, cre-
ating sustainable solutions for families.

er Allinclusive foundation, Banglore. The
session was moderated by the confer-
ence co-convener Dr. Smarty Mukundan.
In the noon session, paper presenta-
tions were conducted in three parallel
tracks where research scholars, students
and professionals from various disci-
plines presented papers on the psycho-
logical, social, and economic difficulties
faced by mothers of autistic children.
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Five Engineering Students
Chosen for Matsue Internship
Programme in Japan

The internship will take place in Matsue city, Shimane
Prefecture, Japan, from February 3 to 14, 2025.

ive Engineering Stu-

dents from the Uni-
versity have been selected
for the prestigious Matsue
Internship Programme in
Japan. Sephin Sebastian,
Durga Sumesh, Jasna Jabin,
Reshma R., and Sarath So-
man M. have been selected.
Sephin Sebastian, a 7%-se-
mester student from the
IT Department, and Durga
Sumesh, a 5"-semester stu-
dent of Computer Science
and Engineering, have
been selected for Lake Na-
kaumi, Lake Shinji, and Mt.
Daisen Indian Internship
Programme 2025. The in-
ternship will take place in
Matsue city, Shimane Pre-
fecture, Japan, from Febru-
ary 3 to 14, 2025.

The finalists for the
long-term internship pro-
gramme starting in Octo-
ber 2025 have also been
announced. Jasna Jabin,
Reshma R., and Sarath So-
man M. have been select-

ed I‘epresenting M.Tech SARATH SOMAN M

programmes in Informa-

tion Technology and Structural
Engineering. Notably, this year
marks the first time students
from CUSAT’s Civil Engineering
Department has been chosen,
adding a significant highlight to
the international internship pro-
gramme. With this, the number
of participants who have had the
opportunity to take part in the
International Internship pro-
gramme over the past two years
has reached eight.

JASNA JABIN

RESHMA R

Last year, the
Matsue Internship
programme suc-
cessfully hosted
CUSAT students Ms.
Asna Thazhatheth-
il Hamsa (CS, SoE),
Deepak Rajesh (IT,
SoE), and Mrud-
ul John Mathews
(IT, SoE). Asna and
Deepak have joined Toa Software
Corporation, Yonago, Japan, as
Software Developers in the last
month. Meanwhile, Mrudul, cur-
rently in his final year, is pursuing
a remote internship as a Design-
er Intern at BraveStudio Pvt Ltd,
Matsue, Japan, and is expected to
join full-time after graduation.
This opportunity stems from a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) signed between CUSAT and
Shimane University in 2015.

RITAM GUHA WITH PROF SHI CHU CHEN AND
DR. OMKAR VIJAY BYADGI

Vaccine to Promote
Tilapia Aquaculture Takes
PhD Scholar to Taiwan

Ritam Guha, PhD scholar at Department
of Marine Biology, Microbiology, and
Biochemistry at School of Marine Sciences,
has joined as a research exchange student in
National Pingtung University of Science and
Technology, Taiwan, as part of the ongoing
Bilateral Indo-Taiwan project on the devel-
opment of vaccine against Streptococcus sp.
in tilapia and hybrid groupers.

Ritam, whois currently in Taiwan research-
ing the project's advancement and interna-
tional relationships, finds this as an oppor-
tunity to learn and explore new techniques
in aquatic animal health and his scientific
expertise in the field of aquatic vaccination.
He is the student of Dr. Punnadath Preetham,
Associate Professor, CUSAT. The Taiwan team
is supervised by Prof Shi Chu Chen and Dr.
Ombkar Vijay Byadgi who are promoting fish
vaccination as a preventive measure in aqua-
culture through their research.

NCAAH Researcher Bags Best
Oral Presentation Award

Soumya Balakr-
ishnan, a PhD stu-

dent at National Cen-
tre for Aquatic Animal
Health, has received the
best oral presentation
award at the 3" Interna-
tional Aquatic Biotech-
nology Symposium held
from 25 to 27 September
2024 at Istanbul University, Istanbul, Turkey,
on the topic “Cell cultures from the oyster,
Magallana bilineata as a platform for toxicity
evaluation and transgene expression”.

SOUMYA BALAKRISHNAN
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SIF Researcher Gets WISE Fellowship worth ¥27 lakh for
Developing Biodegradable Food Packaging Solutions

tephy Simon, a Research scholar at

School of Industrial Fisheries, has
been selected for the WISE fellowship
in Life science by the Department of Sci-
ence and Technology, Govt. of India. The
WISE-PhD fellowship aims to provide
an opportunity to carry out doctoral
research in basic and applied sciences
for women scientists and technologists
between the age group of 27 and 45 who
want to pursue research in STEM fields
as bench-level scientists. Her research
will focus on ‘developing biodegradable
food packaging solutions utilising Black
Soldier Fly’ with a total project outlay
of 2 27.0 lakh (including monthly fel-

lowships & research
grants).

Stephy is a native of
Alappuzha District and
completed her MPhil in
Fisheries Science from
School of Industrial
Fisheries in 2019. Her
research is supervised
by the Director and L
Associate Professor STerHYSIMON
in School of Industrial Fisheries, Dr.
S Sabu. During her M Phil, she devel-
oped an edible coating solution for ex-
tending the freshness of seafood using
the extracts of lemon peel, green tea leaf

and chitosan isolated from shrimp
shells. She succeeded in publish-
ing her MPhil research outcome in
peer-reviewed international pub-
lications and conference proceed-
ings. Bio-conversion of municipal
solid waste utilising Black Soldier
Fly (Pattalapuzhu) is gaining
popularity worldwide, including
in India. The present PhD work
of Stephy through the WISE fel-
lowship will focus on developing
innovative packaging solutions as
replacements for plastics for the
food industry and on minimising
environmental pollution.
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Kairali Research Awards for
Dr. Sangeetha K Prathap,
Dr. Sameera Shamsudheen

n the Kairali Research Awards 2022-

23 announced in October, Dr. San-
geetha K Prathap, Assistant Professor
at School of Management Studies, CU-
SAT, and Dr. Sameera Shamsudheen,
researcher at School of Industrial Fish-
eries, secured the awards for teaching
faculty in social sciences category and
research in biological sciences respec-
tively.

The award for teaching faculties
carries a purse of ¥1 lakh and a citation.
The researcher is also eligible for a re-
search grant of up to 324 lakh.

The award for postdoctoral research
comprises 75,000 and a citation. The
researcher is also eligible for a grant of
%4 lakh and ¥75,000 as a travel grant.

The Kairali Research Awards, in-
stituted by state govt to honour top
researchers in various fields, was an-
nounced by Higher Education Minis-

e, e A

DR. SANGEETHA K PRATHAP DR. SAMEERA
SHAMSUDHEEN

ter Dr. R Bindu. The Kairali Awards in-
clude the Kairali Lifetime Achievement
Awards for leading scientists, and Kaira-
li Research Awards for postdoctoral fel-
lows, research faculties and postdoctor-
alresearchers in interdisciplinary fields.
Kerala State Higher Education Council
oversees the selection of candidates for
the awards. The selection committee
was chaired by Dr. P Balram, former
director, IISc, Bengaluru.
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Swati Sasidharan Wins Dr. Ramesh Babu Memorial
Award for Best MBA Student

A cash prize of ¥25,000, a memento and certificate were presented to Swati

chool of Management Studies, CU-
SAT in collaboration with SMS’ 80
foundation, distributed Dr. Ramesh
Babu Memorial award for best outgoing
student for MBA full time batch of 2022-
24. A cash prize of 325,000, a memento
and certificate were presented to V Swa-
ti Sasidharan by Geetha Ramesh Babu,
wife of Late Dr. Ramesh Babu.
The function was inaugurated by Dr.
P G Sankaran, Vice Chancellor CUSAT
and Dr. Zakkariya KA, Director SMS pre-
sided over the function. The Managing
Director and CEO of Federal Bank, Shy-
am Srinivasan, served as the chief guest,
delivering an engaging and informative
discussion with the students. He spoke
on the transformative impact of dis-
ruptive technology within the banking
sector, emphasising the increasing role
of fintech companies in reshaping the
industry landscape. Srinivasan encour-
aged students to develop essential skills
needed to thrive in the rapidly evolving
banking sector. His insights provided

valuable perspectives on future oppor-
tunities and challenges in the industry.

PTA merit awards for the best MBA
projects were also distributed to Anjana
O, Sandra Sarasan and Asmin Sara by Dr.
P G Sankaran. Vijaya Ananathakrishnan,
Vijay Ramesh Babu, Renjini K, Dr. Sam
Thomas, Dr. Devi Soumyaja, Dr. Renjini
D, and Dr. Sangeetha K Prathap spoke
during the function.

The award was instituted by
SMS 80 foundation in memory of
their classmate Late Dr. Ramesh
Babu who was an eminent busi-
nessman and entrepreneur. The
SMS’ 80 Foundation is a charitable
organisation formed by the alum-
ni of the 1978-80 batch of MBA
students of SMS, CUSAT, in 2012.

Marine Science Students to Conduct Onsite
Lecture, Field Experiments in Japan

FATHIMA M SHAJI NIDHIN P

[tisan

Japan

KAJALS

exchange
programme
between CUSAT,
and Niigata
University,

Sc Marine Biology student
Kajal S, MSc Marine Geology
student Fathima M Shaji, MSc. Ma-
rine Geophysics student Nidhin P,
will participate in an onsite lec-

tureand field training programme
as part of an inter-university ex-
change project supported by the
Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports and Science and Technolo-

gy of Japan. It is an exchange pro-
gramme between CUSAT, and Nii-
gata University, Japan under the
Human Resource Development
Programme on Field Science Re-
search in the Indo-Pacific Region.
Kajal is the daughter of Sid-
dique I and Beena Siddique of
Poonkottu, Thillery, Kollam.. Fati-
ma is the daughter of Shaji M K
and Shyna V M of Manjumattathil
House, Neyyassery PO, Kariman-
noor, Idukki. Nithin, son of TV
Pradeep Kumar and Sheeja P at
Thekkayil House in Maruthayi,
Mattannur, Kannur district.
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Waste Purification Technology using
Plant Waste, Beeswax Invented

r. Jinu Jacob George, Dr. Deepu A,

Aiswarya Paulose, Ajith Vattothu-
kunnel, Scientists from Department of
Polymer Science and Rubber Technol-
ogy have developed an innovative tech-
nology to purify water using natural
waste materials.

The nano-filter, fabricated by com-
bining engineered nanocellulose and
hydrophobic beeswax, demonstrates
exceptional efficiency in water purifica-
tion. Large amounts of pharmaceutical
waste from drug manufacturing com-
panies and hospitals contaminate water
bodies, eventually reaching reservoirs
such as lakes, rivers, water tanks, and
swimming pools.

The traditional and commercial
water purification methods are inade-
quate for filtering out antibiotics and
microplastics present in water. The new-

2 &

DR. JINU JACOB GEORGE DR. DEEPU A

ly developed cost-effective water filter,
named the ‘Nanocellulose Nanofilter’
offers a rapid and efficient solution for
purifying water.

The novel technology was developed
under the guidance of Dr. Jinu Jacob
George from Department of Polymer
Science and Rubber Technology, in
collaboration with the University of
Bretagne-Sud, France, and the Federal

i ; 9 -
AISWARYA PAULOSE AJITH VATTOTHUKUNNEL
University of Uberlandia, Brazil.
The research was carried out by
Ajith Vattothukunnel and Aish-
warya Poulose under the mentor-
ship of Dr. Deepu A Gopakumar,
the Nava Kerala Postdoctoral Fel-
low.

The results and findings are
published in the international
journal ACS Applied Biomaterials.

Effective Treatment for Gum Disease Developed

DHANYA P JACOB

DR. AMBILIR

Ajoint research by the gum special-
ists of the PMS Dental College,

Thiruvananthapuram and the research-
ers of CUSAT has discovered an effec-
tive treatment for gum disease, which
is the leading cause of tooth loss in the
elderly. The researchers have developed
an innovative and bio-compatible film
matrix that allows controlled slow re-
lease of the drug into the gum between
the tooth and gum. They were granted a
patent for developing the matrix.

e

DR.ANILA S

In addition to the controlled release
of the drug over a period of time, this
film matrix is totally bio degradable
and safe. This matrix is made using var-
ious layers of biodegradable polymers
added in fixed quantities. By changing
the proportional composition of this
polymer matrix, it is possible to deliver
the drug to the gums more quickly in
the first hours and then, in a controlled
manner, for 7 to 10 days, unlike the cur-
rently available treatment methods. In

addition to enabling nano drug
delivery using polymer films,
the antimicrobial properties of
the materials used to make these
products provide microbial pro-
tection. This discovery will mark
a revolution in the treatment of
gum disease.

The matrix was developed and
patented by Dr. Anila, Professor
and Head, Department of Peri-
odontics, St. Gregorios Dental
College, Kothamangalam (Under
the supervision of Dr. Ambili, De-
partment of Periodontics, PMS
Dental College) and Dhanya Jacob,
aresearch student at the Centre of
Excellence in Advanced Materials
(under Aldrin Antony, Head and
Associate Professor, Department
of Physics, CUSAT). The research
was supported by ‘Nidhi Prayas’
grant from Department of Science
and Technology, Govt of India.
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Indo-German Research Probes Gut Microbiomes

Impact on Learning and Memory

he Centre for Neuroscience at CU-

SAT and the Centre for Excellence
in Neurodegeneration and Brain Health
(CENABH), a newly established research
institution under the Government of
Kerala, have collaborated with Ger-
many's Technical University of Braun-
schweig to conduct a study on the im-
pact of gut microbiomes on learning
and memory.

The research initiative, which is part
of an innovative Research Exchange
Programme funded by Department of
Science and Technology (DST) and the
German Academic Exchange Service
(DAAD), will look into the links between
gut dysbiosis, which is an imbalance of
microorganisms in the intestines, and
neuroplasticity, or the ability of neural
networks in the brain to change through
growth and reorganisation.
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Dr. Baby Chakrapani, Honorary Di-
rector of the Centre for Neuroscience
(CNS) at CUSAT and Director in Charge
of CENABH, will lead the Indian team.
Krishnapriya, PhD student, CNS, CUSAT,
is also part of the research team. Pro-
fessor Dr. Martin Korte, Director of the
Biocentre at the Technical University of
Braunschweig and head of the Ne roin-
flammation and Neurodegeneration

research group at the Helmholtz
Centre for Infection Research in
Braunschweig, will lead the Ger-
man team.

According to Dr. Chakrapani,
the collaboration will greatly im-
prove our understanding of how
gut microbiome changes affect
neurodegenerative diseases such
as Alzheimer's, Parkinson's, and
other brain disorders. He also
stated that the programme will
promote exchange visits and joint
research publications between In-
dian and German researchers.

The collaboration is expected
to provide significant insights into
the intersection of gut health and
neuroscience, potentially leading
to new treatments for neurode-
generative disorders.

Patent for Adjuvant to Improve
Cancer Immunotherapy

team of researchers from

Department of Biotechnolo-
gy has been granted a patent for a
significant innovation in the field
of cancer immunotherapy.

The team, comprising Dr. Anu-
sha Ashokan, former DST Inspire
Faculty, Meera Menon, Senior
Research Fellow, and Anjana
Unnikrishnan, former Project
Trainee, developed a novel adju-
vant formulation based on alu-
minium-incorporated polymer

nanoparticles.

The adjuvant, designed to en-
hance the efficacy of cancer vac-
cines, has been demonstrated to
reduce tumor growth and improve
anti-tumor immune response in
mouse cancer model (melanoma).
By improving the efficacy of can-
cer vaccines, it could offer a saf-
er and more effective alternative
to traditional cancer treatments
such as chemotherapy and radia-
tion therapy.

MEERA MENON ANJANA
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Daikin Centre of Excellence
Starts Functioning

he Division of Mechanical Engineering, School

of Engineering, on September 11 launched the
Daikin Excellence Centre at the Thrikkakara campus.
Kanwaljeet Jawa, Chairman and Managing Director,
Daikin Air Conditioning India (P) Limited, inaugurat-
ed the function presided by CUSAT Vice Chancellor
Dr. P G Sankaran. An MoU has been signed between
CUSAT and Daikin India at the occasion. Daikin Cen-
ter of Excellence will provide space for students and
staff to be trained in the operation of air conditioning
systems.

Avariety of internship options and workshops are
offered to students. The new centre of excellence has
been set up in the thermal lab of School of Engineer-
ing.

Dr. Sobha Cyrus, Principal, School of Engineering,
Dr. KK Saju, Vice Chancellor, Kannur University and
Professor & Head, Division of Mechanical Engineer-
ing, SoE, Dr. Sanjay Goyal, Senior Vice President and
Director, Daikin India, A P S Gandhi, Management
Advisor, Daikin India, N K Rao, Regional Vice-Pres-
ident (South) Daikin India, Sujith Sasidharan Nair,
Kerala AGM and others attended the event.
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Patent for Technology that
Assists Firefighters in Quick
and Safe Evacuation

C ochin Univer-
sity of Science
and Technology
has been granted
a patent for a de-
vice that captures
flame images and
generates radiant
heat flux maps
or threat zones,
in case of a fire
mishap. The tech-
nology titled ‘Al
Powered Device
for Radiant Heat
Flux Predictio
and Threat Area
Mapping based
on Flame Imag-
es’ is the work of
researchers Dr.
Praveen Vijayan,
Dr. Swathy B Saseendran and
Dr. Shailesh Sivan and SoE
professor Dr. Gireeshkuma-
ran Thampi B S. The device,
which can be deployed by
firefighters, identifies threat,
assisting in making quality
evacuation decisions, evalu-
ating potential domino acci-
dents, etc.

This will be useful in risk
analysis, the design of safe fa-
cilities, emergency response
and decision-making.

Dr. Praveen, an academi-
cian and researcher affiliat-
ed with the Fire and Com-
bustion Research Centre in
Bengaluru, holds a PhD from
CUSAT, specialising in jet fire
morphology analysis and the
application of Al for predict-
ing radiant heat flux. He has
shared his research at vari-
ous international platforms,
including the European Sym-
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posium for Fire Safety Science
(ESFSS 24) in Spain.

Dr. Swathy, a researcher
with a PhD from CUSAT, has
made significant contribu-
tions to addressing energy
storage challenges and ad-
vancing hydrogen energy
generation, and is deeply in-
terested in exploring emerg-
ing technologies, including
Artificial Intelligence.

Dr. Shailesh Sivan is a
distinguished technology
evangelist, educator, and
researcher with substantial
experience in both academic
and industry settings, espe-
cially in the areas of Artificial
Intelligence and Data Science
domains.

Dr. Gireeshkumaran
Thampi B S is a Professor in
Mechanical Engineering,
School of Engineering, CU-
SAT.

Patent for Cryogenic Sensor

r. Pankaj Sagar, Assistant

Professor and Head of
Department of Instrumenta-
tion, Dr. Abhay Singh Gour,
Assistant Professor at the Cen-
tre for Cryogenic Engineer-
ing, IIT Kharagpur, and Dr.
R Karunanithi of the Centre
for Cryogenic Technology, IISc
Bengaluru, have been awarded
a patent for their pioneering
work on cryogenic sensors.

The team developed a
cryogenically operated mul-
tilayer planar inductor-based
eddy current proximity/dis-
placement transducer. This
advanced sensor, capable
of functioning at extreme-
ly low temperatures down
to -268.95°C, is designed for
measuring displacements of
metallic surfaces with high
accuracy and sensitivity.

This innovative sensor
holds significant potential
across various fields, includ-
ing low-temperature physics,
space applications, cryo en-
gines, and superconducting
magnetic suspensions. The
research was conducted at
the Centre for Cryogenic Technology (CCT), IISc
Bengaluru.

Patent for Dopamine Sensor

USAT has won an Indian patent for a portable

device that can help detect dopamine levels in the
body. The patent was awarded for the invention titled
‘A Portable Voltammetric Sensor Device for Point-of-
Care Testing of Dopamine.’ The inventors are Shalini
Menon, Girish Kumar, Stanley Regis Muthuswamy,
and Ashish Murikingal.

The sensor allows for real-time, on-the-spot mea-
surement of dopamine levels in various samples,
without the need for specialised equipment or lab
environments. The sensor uses an advanced electrode
that reacts with dopamine, producing a signal that
the device reads and displays almost instantly. Its high
sensitivity ensures even small changes in dopamine
levels are detected, and it minimises interference
from other substances like glucose, making it a reli-
able tool for healthcare professionals.
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UK Experts in CUSAT to Strengthen
Research Collaboration under OCPP

wo distinguished researchers from

the United Kingdom (UK), Dr. Wen-
dy Higman, Director of the Internation-
al Centre of Excellence for Seafood Safe-
ty and International Engagement Lead
for Animal and Human Health, and
Dr. Chantelle Hooper, Aquatic Animal
Health Specialist from the Centre for
Environment, Fisheries & Aquaculture
Science (Cefas), UK visited CUSAT and
met Vice Chancellor, CUSAT, Dr. Junaid
Bushiri to discuss ongoing collabora-
tions and the significant progress of the
Ocean Country Partnership Programme
(OCPP).

The OCPP scholarship is a prestigious
initiative under which 10 students from
the Marine Science campus of CUSAT
have been awarded scholarships to sup-

i
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port their research in fisheries and
marine sciences. The visit by Dr. Hig-
man and Dr. Hooper highlights the
UK’s commitment to strengthening
marine research and educational
ties with India.

The review of the research activ-

ities conducted by the OCPP schol-
arship winners will take place on
October 16 at the Marine Science
campus, where Dr. Higman and Dr.
Hooper will assess the progress and
provide valuable insights for further
research development.

Eric Atkins, Cultural Affairs Officer, US Consulate General, Visits

E ric Atkins, Cultural Affairs Officer at
the US Consulate General in Chen-
nai, visited CUSAT on November 30. As
part of his visit, detailed discussions
were held on strengthening academic,
and cultural collaborations between the
US and CUSAT. Eric Atkins participated
in the discussions alongside the uni-
versity's Vice Chancellor, Dr. M Junaid
Bushiri, Registrar Dr. Arun A U., and

other senior officials from CUSAT.

Eric Atkins also reviewed the activi-
ties of Dr. Anna-Karin Roo, an English
Language Specialist from the US State
Department, who has been working
at CUSAT from October 21 to Novem-
ber 29, 2024. Dr. Roo was commended
during the event for her efforts in en-
hancing communication and research
writing skills among students and fac-

e
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ulty members.

As part of his visit, Atkins evalu-
ated the progress of the American
Corner at CUSAT, a collaborative
initiative with the US Consulate
aimed at fostering cultural and
educational exchanges. Sched-
uled for formal inauguration in
the first week of December, the
American Corner is set to become
a hub for academic, cultural, and
professional engagements, further
strengthening ties between India
and the US.

Eric Atkins joined the US State
Department in 2008 as a career
Foreign Service Officer. He has
previously served as the spokes-
person for the Bureau of African
Affairs. His prior assignments
include roles as the spokesperson
at the US Consulate General in Is-
tanbul, Turkey, and as the Public
Affairs Officer in Windhoek, Na-
mibia.
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MoU Inked with CIAL to Begin Aviation-related
Certificate, Advanced Diploma Courses

n MoU has been inked between
CUSAT and Cochin International
Aviation Services Limited (CIASL), a
subsidiary company of Cochin Inter-
national Airport Limited (CIAL), to
begin aviation-related certificate and
advanced diploma courses recognised
by the university.
The MoU was inked at CIAL between
Santhosh J Poovattil, MD, CIASL, and

Prof (Dr) Sivanandan Achari, Registrar,
CUSAT, in the presence of P Rajeeve,
Minister for Industries, Law and Coir
and Director, CIAL; Benny Behanan MP;
Anwar Sadath MLA; Roji M John MLA;
S Suhas IAS, Chairman, CIAL; and Dr.
P G Sankaran, Vice Chancellor, CUSAT.

In the initial stage of the a mission
to foster academic ties and coordinate
mutually beneficial programmes, the

two institutes agreed upon devel-
oping academic programmes and
providing training, accreditation
and certification to CIASL courses
in the areas of airport and airline
operations, passenger handling,
airport ramp handling, cargo and
logistics, security, firefighting, etc.

As part of providing practical
exposure to students in areas of
mutual interest for CUSAT and
CIASL, the agreement intends to
conduct collaborative research
and consultancy projects involv-
ing various areas of scientific and
technological knowledge sharing.

Apart from organising faculty
development programmes and
training programmes for stake-
holders of both institutions, sem-
inars and conferences will be held
on various topics.

Executive M.Tech in Polymer Technology for Apollo Employees

Anew Industry-Academia joint ex-
ecutive M. Tech programme in
Polymer Technology has been initiated
by Department of Polymer Science and
Rubber Technology of the University
and Apollo Tyres, and a memorandum
of understanding has been signed by
Dr. Arun A U, Registrar, CUSAT and
S K P Amarnath, Group Head, Apollo
Tyres and Joint Manager of Executive
MTech for the same. The function was
inaugurated by P Rajeeve, Minister
of Law, Industries & Coir and presid-
ed over by CUSAT Vice Chancellor Dr.
P G Sankaran.

This initiative is designed to address
the evolving needs of the Indian in-
dustry, enhance the teaching-learning
process, and offer opportunities for in-
dustry professionals to upgrade their
knowledge and skills. “This is the first of
its kind M.Tech Programme in any state
university in India. I hope Apollo Tyres
would collaborate with more univer-

sities to make the MTech programme
even more beneficial to students.” Min-
ister P Rajeeve remarked in his inaugu-
ral speech.

The programme, specifically tai-
lored for working professionals in the
Indian rubber industry, is being intro-
duced following a request from Apollo
Tyres, aleading player in the tyre sector
and manned by a significant number
of CUSAT department alumni. The key
features of this programme include le-
veraging online teaching methods and
providing flexible learning options,

T
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executive M Tech
(Polymer Techngl DEY)

all while maintaining high edu-
cational standards. This M.Tech
programme is initially offered ex-
clusively for candidates sponsored
by Apollo Tyres who will sponsor a
minimum of ten candidates once
in three years for the programme.
In the future, the programme will
also be made available to profes-
sionals from other rubber indus-
tries.

Dr. Honey John, Professor,
Department of Polymer Science
and Rubber Technology and Di-
rector, [IUCND, Dr. M Kailasnath,
Professor, International School
of Photonics and Dean of Faculty,
CUSAT Technology, Dr. Prasanth
Raghavan, Head, Department of
Polymer Science and Rubber Tech-
nology spoke at the function. On
the occasion, Apollo Tyres Group
handed over the donation to the
Chief Minister’s Relief Fund for
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Collaboration with University of Tasmania

F ocusing on advancing collaborative
efforts in marine sciences and busi-
ness education between CUSAT and Uni-
versity of Tasmania, Australia, the two
institutions inked an MoU on July 19.
During the visit of a high-level del-
egation including Professor Rufus
Black, President and Vice Chancellor,
University of Tasmania, Tristanne Scott,
Associate Director — Learning Abroad
& Partnerships, Professor Stuart Crisp-
in, Executive Dean, College of Business
and Economics College Office, and Nitin
Sharma, Head of Partnerships, India, a
round table discussion happened on the
sidelines of the MoU signing at Senate
Hall, Administrative Block, CUSAT.
The MoU was signed by Dr. Siva-
nandan Achari, Registrar, CUSAT, and
Professor Rufus Black, President &
Vice Chancellor of the University of

Tasmania. The function was presided
over by CUSAT Vice Chancellor Dr. P G
Sankaran. The round table discussed the
establishment of a Marine Sciences Re-
search Centre, with a strong emphasis
on Polar research, and the development
of a double degree MBA programme.
These initiatives aim at enhancing aca-

demic cooperation and providing
valuable educational opportuni-
ties for students.

The meeting was attended by
representatives of School of Ma-
rine Sciences, School of Manage-
ment Studies and Office of Inter-
national Relations.

Agreement between NeST DDUKK

D een Dayal Upadhyay Kau-
shal Kendra (DDUKK)
signed a memorandum of
understanding an MoU with
NeST Digital Private Limit-
ed, the software arm of the
multinational NeST Group,
on industry-knowledge part-
nership with NeST offering
digital technology services
for the students and faculty
of the university.

According to the MoU,
NeST will support DDUKK
by providing access to the
right resources to develop
skill and boost employment
opportunities. The students

would benefit from free in-
dustry-institute interaction
initiatives, skill programmes,
project-based internship op-
portunities, access to free
self-paced badges from the
learning portal of NeST Digi-
tal Academy, and free partic-
ipation in technical contests
and hackathons.

NeST will also offer train-
ing to selected students and
faculty members as part of
their mission to create a
learning ecosystem to attract
bright minds and provide
upskilling and reskilling of
digital workforce.

Fee Can Now Be Paid as
UPI, Debit-Credit Card
Transactions

ochin University of Science and Technology has

made financial transactions hassle-free by accept-
ing payments digitally through the university website.
Fee can now be paid using ATM card, credit card, UP],
etc. with the support of State Bank of India's payment
aggregation system ePay.

An MoU in this regard was inked on July 18 by CUSAT
and SBI. CUSAT Registrar Dr. V Sivanandan Achari and
SBI Ernakulam DGM Sivakumar J signed the MoU in the
presence of Vice Chancellor Dr. P G Sankaran, Finance
Officer Sudheer MS, State SBI Digital and Transaction
Banking Division Chief Manager Smitha, Chief Manager
Srikanth and other University and SBI officials.
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CSIR-NIO, CUSAT to
Manage Waste in
Aquaculture Ponds

The agreement was signed by
Prof. Sunil Kumar Singh, Director
of CSIR-NIO, and Dr. Vrinda S,
Managing Partner, MSortia LLP

he Council of Scientific and Industrial

Research - National Institute of Oceanog-
raphy (CSIR-NIO) and MSortia LLP, a faculty
startup of CUSAT, has signed an agreement of
technology transfer for cutting-edge micro-
bial consortia technology for waste manage-
ment in aquaculture ponds.

The technology transfer agreement was
signed by Prof. Sunil Kumar Singh, Director
of CSIR-NIO, and Dr. Vrinda S, Managing Part-
ner, MSortia LLP. The agreement was signed as
part of the inaugural event of the ‘One Week
One Theme’ programme of CSIR held at the
NASC complex, PUSA, New Delhi. The event
was graced by the presence of Dr. Jitendra
Singh, Minister of Science and Technology,
Dr. N Kalaiselvi, Director General of CSIR, and
other distinguished scientists and partners.

The agreement was inked at the 83" foun-
dation day of CSIR-NIO at the exhibition visit
Bharat @2047, inaugrated by Jagdeep Dhan-
kar, Vice President of the country. A highlight
of the celebration was the launch of a ground-
breaking product developed by CSIR-NIO and
transferred to the Faculty Startup MSortia
LLP, incubated at CUSAT.

MSortia LLP is a dynamic CUSAT faculty
start-up in association with alumni of CUSAT
with a relentless focus on pioneering micro-
bial solutions for organic waste management,
disease control, and growth enhancement in
aquaculture farming sector. Under CUSAT
faculty start up and entrepreneurship pro-
gram, Msortia LLP will do research and de-
velop better products related to aquaculture
farming industries and provide a pathway
for the product to reach the stakeholders at
affordable cost. This also assists aquaculture
farmers in optimising their operations.

The initial product is a tailor-made micro-
bial consortium (probiotic) and its booster
medium for organic waste management es-
pecially in aquaculture farms and backwater
ponds.

SIF, Plan@Earth NGO Stri(e
Deal to Protect Environment

This collaboration marks a vital step towards achieving
the Sustainable Development Goals

S chool of Industrial Fisher-
ies (SIF) on August 9 inked
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with Plan@earth, a lead-
ing non-governmental organisa-
tion committed to environmental
conservation. This collaboration
marks a vital step towards achiev-
ing the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) related to environ-
mental protection and sustaina-
bility. The MoU was signed by Dr.
S Sabu, Director, School of Indus-
trial Fisheries and the President of
Plan@earth Mujeeb Mohammad
in a function presided by Dr. Siva-
nandan Achari, Registrar, CUSAT.
Nishin T P, Senior Specialist - CSR,
Apollo Tyres Foundation delivered
the keynote address.

Under this MoU, SIF-CUSAT
will associate in the ongoing
projects named Drive for recov-
ery of Ocean plastic (DROP) and

Mangrove Restoration and Con-
servation (MARC). This MoU will
enable providing technical exper-
tise and support to Plan@earth in
executing various environmental
projects. The partnership will fos-
ter consultancy opportunities for
the faculty at SIF, allowing them
to contribute their knowledge
and skills to the NGO’s ongoing
initiatives.

Furthermore, the collaboration
will offer students of SIF-CUSAT
a chance to actively participate
in these projects. They will have
opportunities to volunteer, gain
hands-on experience, and engage
in internships that align with
their academic and professional
aspirations. This involvement will
not only enrich their educational
journey but also equip them with
practical skills in environmental
conservation.
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NCAAH 25th Anniversary
Logo Released

he silver jubilee logo of National Centre for

Aquatic Animal Health (NCAAH), was unveiled
on October 1 by Dr. M Junaid Bushiri, Vice Chancellor.
The event was attended by several eminent person-
alities, including Dr. I S Bright Singh, Founder and
Emeritus Professor of NCAAH, and Dr. K Gopakumar,
Chairman of the Advisory Board at NCAAH.

Other distinguished attendees included Dr. Val-
samma Joseph (Director, NCAAH), Dr. Pawan K Dhar
(Executive Director, CV] Centre of Synthetic Biology
and Biomanufacturing), Dr. AA Mohamed Hatha (Di-
rector, School of Marine Sciences), Dr. Sabu S. (Direc-
tor, School of Industrial Fisheries), and international
guest Dr. Stephen Michnick from the University of
Montreal, Canada, Dr. Shaju S S, Dr. K Satheesan, Dr.
Jayesh Puthumana, Shibin S P (Assistant Professors,

NCAAH), and Dr. Sarika A R (Senior Scientist, KSC-
STE).
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Ship Technology Golden
Jubilee Celebrations Begin

D epartment of Ship Technol-
ogy, which has produced
thousands of eminent engineers,
has kickstarted its golden jubilee
celebrations, marking 50 years
of excellence in the field of naval
architecture and ship technology
education.

The celebrations commenced
with an inaugural function held
at the CUSAT seminar hall on
December 21 officiated by the
university’s Vice Chancellor, Dr.
M Junaid Bushiri.

In his inaugural address, Dr.
Junaid Bushiri said, “The contri-
bution of the Ship Technology De-
partment has been instrumental
in helping CUSAT achieve recog-
nition as the number one univer-
sity in Kerala. The constant inter-
action and collaboration between
the department’s alumni and its
academic community continue
to enhance the department’s ex-
cellence.”

As part of the golden jubilee
celebrations, the annual techni-
cal journal of the department’s
student association, the Society of

Naval Architecture Students (SO-
NAS), titled ‘Shipstechnic’, was re-
leased. The golden jubilee edition
was unveiled by Madhu S Nair,
Chairman and Managing Director
of Cochin Shipyard Limited.

The event was graced by Dr.
K Sivaprasad, Vice Chancellor of
APJ Abdul Kalam Technological
University and Professor of the
Ship Technology Department at
CUSAT, who delivered the wel-
come address. Head of the Depart-
ment, Dr. Satheesh Babu P K, pre-
sided over the function. The chief
guest, Antony Prince, President
and CEO of GTR Campbell Ma-
rine Consultants Ltd., Bahamas,
and Smart Engineering & Design
Solutions Ltd., Kochi, delivered
the keynote address.

Other dignitaries who spoke at
the event included Dr. A U Arun,
Registrar, Dr. Abdul Rahim, Chair-
man of NAPA, Finland, Chief
Maritime Strategy & Innovation
Officer at Lila Global, Dubai, and
President of DOSTAS, A Mathi-
azhagan from the Ship Technology
Department.

VICE CHANCELLOR DR. M JUNAID BUSHIRI INAUGURATING THE GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
OF DEPARTMENT OF SHIP TECHNOLOGY
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New Curriculum to Focus on Quality of
Academics, Teaching Methodology: Dr. R Bindu

nameeting convened by Dr. R Bindu,

Minister for Higher Education and
Pro-Chancellor of CUSAT, at the Syndi-
cate hall of the university on August 24,
Vice Chancellors, Registrars and other
officials of various universities in the
state, shared their valuable insights on
the new initiatives introduced to trans-
form the academic sphere of the state,
especially the much-discussed four-year
degree programme. Ishita Roy, Principal

Secretary, Department of Higher Edu-
cation and Dr. Rajan Varughese, Mem-
ber Secretary, Kerala State Higher Edu-
cation Council, and Dr. P G Sankaran,
Vice Chancellor, CUSAT, attended the
meeting.

Addressing the review meeting of
the four-year degree programme, Dr.
R Bindu said the state government is
committed to introduce comprehensive
reforms through initiatives funded by

RUSA, KIIFB and Plan Fund. "By
devising a curriculum that focuses
on paradigm shift through expe-
riential learning, the curriculum
will stress on the quality of aca-
demics and teaching. Apart from
including knowledge and skill
development, the new curriculum
will also focus on reducing stress
among students due to overload of
academic content," she said.

Transitional Phase in Kerala’s Academic Scenario: Minister

An evaluation meeting of the four-
year undergraduate programme at
state universities was convened by Dr.
R Bindu, Minister for Higher Education
and Pro-Chancellor of CUSAT, at the Sen-
ate Hall of the university on October 21.
Dr. Rajan Varughese, Member Secretary,
Kerala State Higher Education Council,
and Dr. M Junaid Bushiri, Vice Chancel-
lor, CUSAT, attended the meeting.

Vice Chancellors of University of Cali-
cut, Mahatma Gandhi University, Sree
Sankara University of Sanskrit, Kannur
University and Thunchath Ezhuthachan
Malayalam University attended the
meeting.

Addressing the meeting, Dr. Bindu
said, “Four-year UG programme marks
a transitional phase in the academic
scenario of the state. Concerns and con-

fusion are natural at this phase, but we
need to overcome the problems with
proper planning to conduct the classes
and examinations on time by following
the academic calendar.”

She also took the opportunity to
congratulate Kannur University for
initiating the four-year UG programme
without any hassles, and Thunchan and
Sree Sankara Universities for their keen
efforts to implement the programme.

Registrars, Syndicate Members,
course coordinators and other officials
of various universities, shared their in-
sights and suggestions on the progress
of the four-year degree programme,
re-evaluated the activities so far, includ-
ing curriculum framework and conduct
of examinations. They also presented re-
portson the status of the undergraduate
programmes.
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Geojit CUSAT Centre of Sustamablllty Studies Opened

(44 S ustainability should encompass

both life and nature. At a time
when technology gets outdated in a mat-
ter of hours, this initiative would find
answers to the problems faced by the in-
dustry through new pedagogies, revised
curriculum and changing approaches
towards sustainability,” said P Rajeeve,
Minister for Industry, Law and Coir. He
was inaugurating Geojit CUSAT Centre
of Sustainability Studies (GCCOSS), the
Geojit-sponsored centre of excellence in
Sustainability at CUSAT on September 3.
“Kerala is the first state to come up with
a game-changer Environmental, Social
and Governance (ESG) policy frame-
work. The government is committed
to strengthen the connection between
higher education institutions and the
industry,” he added.

APM Mohammed Hanish IAS, Princi-
pal Secretary (Industries), who was the
Guest of Honour at the event, noted that
industry-academia partnerships would
be instrumental in bringing about the

much-needed change, and congratulat-
ed the people behind GCCOSS.

Deliberating that GCCOSS would
be an inspiration and create aware-
ness among industries, S Harikishore,
IAS, MD, KSIDC, hoped that the Centre
would have a major role in implement-
ing the ESG Policy of the state, focusing
on aligning with the SDG framework,
introducing an ESG rating system, ini-
tiating R&D and forging partnerships
for knowledge creation and capacity
building.

Addressing the gathering, CJ George,

CMD Geojit Financial Services,

said, “ESG has become a priority
and a necessity for the sustainable
future of all, and thus was born the
idea of GCCOSS. Geojit, as one of
the top 1000 listed companies had
to submit the mandatory Business
Responsibility and Sustainability
Report (BRSR), we realised there is
a severe dearth of qualified talent
to help meet these commitments.
GCCOSS provides an opportunity
for CUSAT to foster and develop
ESG knowledge base.”

With six focus areas, namely Re-
search, Academics, Consulting, Ca-
pacity Building, Innovation, and
Certifications, the Centre aims to
become an autonomous hub for
creating high-quality scientists
and entrepreneurs while engaging
in global collaborations to create
the best research output, academic
rigour and technical innovations.
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Higher Education Conclave; Logo Released

inister for Higher

Education R Bindu
on December 20 unveiled
the logo for the two-day
International Higher Ed-
ucation Conclave, organ-
ised jointly by the Depart-
ment of Higher Education
and the State Higher Edu-
cation Council.

The conclave, titled
‘Shaping Kerala’s Future:
International Conclave
on Next-Gen Higher Edu-
cation, will take place on
January 14-15,2025, at Co-
chin University of Science
and Technology (CUSAT).
The tagline for the event is
‘Towards A New Episteme.’

The logo symbolises
innovations in higher
education and academic

collaboration, integrating
modern technology, glob-
al interconnectedness,
and academic symbols.
The logo was designed by
Ansar Mangalathoppu,
Head of the Applied Arts
Department at the Fine
Arts College, Thiruvanan-
thapuram.

As the State undergoes
significant changes in the

field of higher education,
the conclave will explore
current challenges and op-
portunities. The conclave
marks the continuation of
comprehensive reforms in
the State’s higher educa-
tion sector, she said.
Topics for discussion at
the conclave will include
the integration of artificial
intelligence in higher edu-
cation, economic sustain-
ability, internationalisa-
tion, research excellence,
incorporating sustainable
development into curric-
ula, aligning higher ed-
ucation with future job
opportunities, and the
transformation of campus
student unions to ensure
inclusivity and democracy.
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MBA (Executive) First

he first batch of MBA (Executive)
programme at School of Manage-
ment Studies was inaugurated in Oc-
tober. The executive MBA programme,
blending both online and in-person
instruction, is aimed for working pro-
fessionals, to lead with cutting-edge
management knowledge and foster in-
novation in their respective industries.
Dr. Junaid Bushiri, Vice Chancellor,
officially launched the programme.
Nawaz Meeran, Chairman of the Meer-
an Group, who delivered the keynote
address, opined that this hybrid pro-
gramme would equip professionals
with innovative technical knowledge
and leadership skills.
Dr. Zakkariya K A, Director, School
of Management Studies presided over

Batch Inaugurated

ak L Aswani, President of CUSAT
Alumni Network, Dr. Manoj Ed-
ward, Dr. Sam Thomas, and Dr.
Renjini D shared their insights.

the programme. Sujata Madhav, Head of
Strategic Initiatives at Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) was the chief guest. Dr.
S M Sunoj, Syndicate Member, Deep-

8BUR1W 6nlnflRIG I AlMo

010)8n219n%]9)}

[’Tud(yca,elouaommﬂ@m ICT) oY
WOMI(@ Qidla] &0QY 23
@ LADWIOS EYRPOD Ul
6Nla0l003:000 Elmo ailallw al@l
a10Sl&E806S @G LI0Hlaf. 2023
S0y 23 M, 2AM@@Om -3 eag
2100300 GO0 alBMI@d ail
VW SRID] DO HADB Nlal]
©OBOUD NEQaHEM Muocelsm (IS-
RO) 8303 Mjalwom mosleaegilad
a@)@O. DD WIN(@EMSOMIHAY
Mneem@eedl s0nqy 23 o
DI “GRUTIR eNIablOIB0U0
Glmno” @@ @Y aIGleaM.
QIldqe] eawoall ewo. @R
@lad  @ademl aupn®o ol
E010). EDATYB YOI o }EVIND
@@ MBI MBI TVoERIQIM
080120, ablaflaym) audsall

68l ajdqjailzpdmdle:ud oe@vo
@D MBS MVoRINMGHOS By
Olajlo ®0GGZaNo Qlldlay. al@
@OM3-3 BYOIOIE AUDINI® Gal
GRIDWIGEOS (IAUBOMMOTDE]
Olaflo algaldl®eioml@d mlay
SHMAUOHO Mo BMSIOWS}OD 0O
W@ a0eI6ERe8H0lajlo GV
Suomi(@ alleonomleeal @oaul
WG ©EIanqVA@ GWI. @OMIal
OB OB, MY (@I@IaHEMo NSO,
2028-806)S BTV MSHHNHIMD 963
UBleeRMM 21(B@OMB-4 GOGOMIOG
1AL B080901aj30 @DEGaNo Qll
wAlB:0laf. adlnilemy allcowoml
eel enfloye, eniloyeommmo ailepad
16l B B9 ‘DM enla0l@0
00D NBAIaHEMO’ ag)aM Qllat@
OI@ Bl 2TV MSOD.

aeandu) aa(slam snilmilmaqy éilmilad @mae maame 8msl &3mag
aflgppomdl®ud EreIW ag)enesmaalam nlconmullanl ago.ag)
n)OE5IBEMIAI MY rs_iarb(mn'l )0 RIMZRII@D, Midhud BIaD afimd
muimileal snil.enil.ag) nilsjodmdl enadim emesny eaemam
ag)milnIEIENY 60M3Io MUIMo HEMUAISHIWO @YPd HMVNY BmIDM
8/06aedle0 nasmelnany qyuim d3aiaen &l morals|ailg)oy

JULY-DECEMBER 2024 « 41



TEJUS | IMPORTANT EVENTS

India’s Largest Space Unconference SpaceUp’24 Held

paceUp'24, an event recog-

nised as India’s largest space
unconference, was successfully
conducted at the CUSAT Seminar
Complex on October 28, with
over 600 participants in attend-
ance. The event was organised by
IRES SEDS CUSAT, the university’s
sole aerospace club known for its
diverse space-related events and
pioneering projects.

The ceremony was presided
over by Dr. Arun, Registrar of
CUSAT, and inaugurated by Dr.
Murthy Remilla, Project Head of
the Gaganyaan Mission. Dr. Biju
N., Faculty Coordinator, delivered
the welcome address, followed by
a felicitation by Dr. Sobha Cyrus,
Principal, School of Engineering.
An introduction to SpaceUp was
given by Aswani Krishna and Pra-
nav Jayasurya presented the vote
of thanks.

Designed in an unconference
format, SpaceUp'24 featured en-
gaging talk sessions, interactive
workshops, and a quiz competi-
tion. Dr. Remilla served as the key-

note speaker, with additional sessions
led by distinguished experts, including
Dr. R Satheesh Thampi, Scientist at the
Centre for Space Science and Technol-
ogy, Thiruvananthapuram; Dr. D Jagad-
heep, Professor at the Indian Institute of
Space Science and Technology, Thiruva-
nanthapuram; and Ms. Nikita Chadde,
Founder of Genex Space.

Three concurrent workshop sessions
provided participants with opportuni-
ties for specialised, hands-on learning.
These included an astrophotography

workshop by Amal A S, amateur astro-
photographer; a scientific workshop
by Dr. Yedhu Krishna, Founder of Spe-
crule Scientific; and a technical session
conducted by Marutsaka, CUSAT’s own
project team.

SpaceUp'24 reaffirmed its mission of
fostering collaboration and knowledge
exchange among space enthusiasts, in-
dustry professionals, and students, so-
lidifying its standing as a leading event
in the field of space science and tech-
nology.

L .

Student Space Summit Concludes

astronomer Surendran Punnasery, UL
Space Club lead Varun K., Garuda Space
Agency’s project lead Ajison George,

he Aerospace Club of CUSAT host-

ed its annual Space Unconference,
Space Summit 2024. The event attract-
ed over 250 participants, making it a
significant gathering for students and
space enthusiasts alike. The summit was
inaugurated by Dr. T N Suresh Kumar, a
senior scientist from ISRO, who set the
tone with an insightful session. The event
was presided over by Dr. P G Sankaran,

Vice Chancellor, CUSAT.

The summit started with welcome
address by faculty coordinator of IRES
SEDS CUSAT, Dr. Gireesh Kumaran
Thampi, followed by addresses by Dr.
Sobha Cyrus, Principal of School of
engineering, CUSAT and organisers As-
wani Krishna and Pranav Jayasurya. The
event featured a distinguished lineup of
speakers, including renowned amateur

popular science YouTuber Jithinraj, and
science communicator Paulose Thomas.
Each session was met with enthusiasm
and praise for its uniqueness and engage-
ment.

A standout highlight of the summit
was the ‘Space Room,’ an innovative cre-
ation by the Aerospace Club members,
which captivated the attendees with its
immersive experience.
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Three-day National Conference on Marine
Pollution, Ecotoxicology Concludes

The conference was attended by 410 participants from 11 states of India and 35 institutions and
universities from India and abroad

he three-day National Confer-

ence on Marine Pollution and
Ecotoxicology (NCMPE2024) or-
ganised by Department of Marine
Biology, Microbiology & Biochem-
istry, in collaboration with the Na-
tional Centre for Coastal Research
(NCCR), Ministry of Earth Scienc-
es (MoES), Government of India,
and CSIR- Indian Institute of Toxi-
cology Research (IITR), concluded
on September 27.

The conference featured an
insightful panel discussion on
‘Ocean Resilience: Bridging Sci-
ence and Policy to Combat Ma-
rine Pollution’, moderated by Dr.
A Biju Kumar, Dean Faculty of Sci-
ence and Head, Dept. of Aquatic
Biology and Fisheries, University
of Kerala. The session mainly ad-
dressed the critical issue of marine
pollution and explored how scien-
tific research and policy can align
to create impactful solutions. Dr.
Pravakar Mishra, MoESNCCR, Dr.
Sunil Kumar, CSIR-NEERI, Dr. Na-
tesan Manickam, CSIR -IITR, Dr.
Aneesh V Pillai, School of Legal
Studies, CUSAT, Dr. Sreelakshmi,
KSPCB, were the panelists.

The programme also brought

together experts from across In-

dia to address the pressing issue | TM€ programme
of marine pollution. The confer- | also brought
ence’s first technical session, titled | together
‘Legacy & Emerging Pollutants in | experts from
Riverine & Marine Ecosystems’ | 5erqec India
provided a platform for research-

ers to present the latest findings on to addres.s
pollutants that are endangering Fhe pressmg.
aquatic environments, particular- ISSUE Qf marine
lyin India’s coastal and marinere- | Pollution.

gions. In a series of talks, speakers
shed light on the urgent need for
integrated approaches to tackle
rising plastic waste, toxic chemi-
cals, mercury contamination, and
invasive species—highlighting the
far- reaching consequences of hu-
man activity on marine life. The
second technical session at NC-
MPE-2024 titled ‘Tides of Change:
Experts Warn of Climate Threats
and Antimicrobial Resistance
in Marine Ecosystems’ brought
together experts to discuss the
critical intersections of climate
change, marine health, and risk
assessment strategies.

The conference was attended by
410 participants from 11 states of
India and 35 institutions and uni-
versities from India and abroad,

Marine Expo
Gains Attention

A Marine Science exhibition
was organised at the CUSAT
Seminar Complex as part of
NCMPE24).

The marine science exhibition
was held with the participation
of government and non-gov-
ernmental institutions, includ-
ing Central Institute of Fisher-
ies Technology (CIFT), Naval
Physical and Oceanographic
Laboratory (NPOL), and Cen-
tral Institute of Fisheries Nau-
tical and Engineering Training
(CIFNET) showcasing their ac-
tivities, technological advance-
ments, and products.

Students from colleges, univer-
sities, and schools, visited the
exhibition.

including the Woods Hole Ocean-
ographic Institute in the United
States. As part of the conference,
12 institutions, including NPOL,
CMFRI, CIFT and CIFNET partic-
ipated in the marine expo.

Make-A-Ton 7.0 Celebrates Innovation, Creativity

he Centre for Innovation, Technol-
ogy Transfer and Industrial Collab-
oration (CITTIC) successfully hosted
the seventh edition of Make-A-Ton, a
flagship hackathon event, on the 19th
and 20th of October, 2024. The event
attracted widespread participation from
students, industry leaders, and academic
experts from across the country.
In its seventh edition, the hackathon
continues to foster innovation and col-

laboration among collegiate tech en-
thusiasts. The event was inaugurated
by Akshay Muralidharan, CEO of Edu-
port, who emphasised the pivotal role
of creativity and innovation in academic
growth and education.

The inauguration ceremony, graced
by the presence of Dr. Pawan Kumar
Dhar, Executive Director, CV] Centre for
Synthetic Biology and Bio-Manufactur-
ing. He emphasised the need for expo-

nential development over incremental
change, emphasising the potential of
interdisciplinary innovation to uplift
society and its commercial prospects.

The event witnessed the participation
0f 192 students from 58 campuses across
India, including premier institutions
such as NITs and IITs.

TKM college of Engineering bagged
the first prize and the team from NIT
Suratkal was the runner up.
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Justice Muhammed Mustaque
to Lead Classes at ICREP

ustice Muhammed Mustaque,

Acting Chief Justice of the Ker-
ala High Court, expressed inter-
est to teach students as a visiting
faculty at Cochin University of
Science and Technology. Inau-
gurating the commencement of
the five-year BSc. Computer Sci-
ence LLB (Honours) programme
offered at Prof. N R Madhava
Menon Interdisciplinary Centre
for Research Ethics and Proto-
cols (ICREP) at the University on
September 2, Justice Muhammed
Mustaque expressed interest to

systems around the globe.

The first batch of the five-year
BSc. Computer Science LLB (H)
programme has 26 students. The
programme consists of 18 compul-
sory courses in Computer Science,
two in English, 26 in Law, includ-
ing four clinical courses and 14 op-
tional courses, including Crimes
& Criminology, Constitutional
Law, Business Law, Law and Agri-
culture, Intellectual Property Law,
etc introduced by the Bar Council
from time to time.

The event was presided by Dr.

lead classes for the students as it
would be an opportunity for him
to teach and learn more.
Describing the beginning of the
new programme as a path-break-
ing moment, Justice Mustaque
termed the first batch ‘the first
lucky generation’ who have no set
precedence to follow and hence
get to ‘create’ the future. Stressing
that moral reason is the basis of
contemporary legal framework,
Justice Mustaque said that legal
minds should be committed to
Nation building. Emphasising that
India being the world’s largest de-
mocracy, the young law students
need to understand their respon-
sibility since they have a decisive
role in shaping the fate of the legal

P G Sankaran, Vice Chancellor,
CUSAT. Dr. Vani Kesari A, Director,
ICREP, welcomed the gathering.
Adv. N Manoj Kumar, Vice Chair-
man, Executive Committee, Bar
Council of India, Dr. Sivanandan
Achari, Registrar, CUSAT, and Dr.
K C Sunny, Dean, Faculty of Law,
CUSAT, spoke.

The inaugural function was
followed by an orientation pro-
gramme for the students and an
induction programme led by Adv.
Prem Kamath, Cyber Lawyer, High
Court of Kerala, Dr. Sam Thomas,
Director, IQAC, Vaibhav Saxena
IPS, District Police Chief, Ernaku-
lam Rural, and Dr. Preetha S, Di-
rector, School of Legal Studies,
CUSAT.
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Faculty Development
Programme for
(BSE School Teachers

he School of Management Studies
organised a three-day Online Facul-
ty Development programme on the topic
‘Gamification for Learning and Develop-
ment’ for 250 CBSE School teachers across
the state, on September 9, 10 and 11.
Gamification in learning involves the
use of game-based elements such as com-
petition, collaboration, point scoring and
soon, to improve a student’s engagement
and motivation.
The programme was inaugurated by Dr.
P G Sankaran, Vice Chancellor, via Zoom
platform and was led by Dr. Manu Melwin
Joy, Assistant Professor at School of Man-
agement Studies.
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SOE Graduation
Ceremony, Merit
Evening Held

he graduation ceremony of the students
who have graduated from the academic year
2023-24 of School of Engineering, CUSAT, was
held on July 7 at the seminar complex. More than
600 students who have completed PhD, MTech
and BTech degree participated in the event.
Former Director General of Aerospace Sys-
tems (DRDO) and Vice Chancellor of Niche,
Kanyakumari, Dr. Tessy Thomas was the chief
guest of the ceremony. School of Engineering
students who excelled in civil services and the
students who topped in each branch were fe-
licitated.

DR. TESSY THOMAS, FORMER DIRECTOR GENERAL OF AEROSPACE SYSTEMS, DRDO, AND VICE
CHANCELLOR OF NICHE, KANYAKUMARI, SPEAKING AT THE GRADUATION CEREMONY

More than
600 students
who have
completed
PhD, M.Tech,
BTech degree
participated
in the event
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International Applications Witness 100% Rise

Pointing to the growing global ap-
peal of CUSAT and its commitment
to fostering international educational
opportunities, the university has been
witnessing a substantial surge in inter-
national applications.

For the 2024-25 academic pro-
grammes, CUSAT received a re-
cord-breaking 1,590 international ap-
plications. Since 2021, the university
has witnessed a remarkable growth tra-
jectory in the number of international
students joining various academic pro-
grammes in the university.

Majority of the students apply for
scholarships offered by Indian Council
for Cultural Relations (ICCR), which
ensures free education and accommo-
dation for foreign students in the cam-
pus. Through ICCR, CUSAT received 603
international applications in 2021; 800
in 2022 and a whopping 1,100 in 2023.
This year, the numbers have touched
1,410. Coupled with the 180 applica-
tions received through the ‘Study in In-
dia’ (SIT) programme, the total number
of international applications reached
1,590 by the first week of July.

Under the SII programme, launched
in 2014, CUSAT accepts foreign students
offering 50% scholarship during their
period of study in the university. The
180 applications received so far show-
cases CUSAT’s appeal as a preferred
destination for international students
seeking quality education in India.

This year, CUSAT has received ap-
plications from around 40 countries,
including Kenya, Uganda, Angola, Iraq,

Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Togo,
Ethiopia, Sierra Leone, Botswana, Syria,
Nigeria, Lesotho, Turkmenistan, Mala-
wi, Sudan, Rwanda, Gambia, Solomon
Islands (through ICCR), the US, Bahrain,
UAE, Canada, Malaysia, the Maldives,
Iraqg, Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
(under SII).

Among the diverse fields of study
offered, BTech in Computer Science
emerged as the most sought-after
course, reflecting the global demand
for expertise in technology and com-
puting. Out of the 180 applications re-
ceived through SII programme, 80 ap-
plications were specifically for B.Tech
in Computer Science, underscoring the
programme’s success in attracting stu-
dents interested in cutting-edge techno-

logical education.

Additionally, there has been a
notable increase in applications
from Overseas Citizen of India
(OCI) students, highlighting the
institution’s growing recognition
among the Indian diaspora seek-
ing educational opportunities in
their home country.

Currently, students from Af-
ghanistan, USA, the Maldives, Sri
Lanka, Poland, Turkmenistan,
Papua New Guinea, Tajikistan,
Kenya, Botswana, Angola, Ireland,
Zambia, Comoros, Tanzania, Su-
dan, Nepal, Yemen, Burundi, Mo-
zambique, South Sudan, Syria,
Rwanda and Malaysia are studying
in the university.
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78" Independence Day

Celebrated

he 78th Independence Day
celebrations of the country
was observed at the Thrikkakara
campus of Cochin University of
Science and Technology with Vice
Chancellor Dr. P G Sankaran hoist-
ing the Tricolour in front of the
Administrative Office building.
The Vice Chancellor paid trib-
utes to the bravehearts whose
struggles paved way for the free-
dom our countrymen enjoy today.
Dr. Sankaran also congratulated
the University community for
striving hard to take CUSAT to new
heights of academic quality in the

wake of the latest NIRF ranking
in which CUSAT earned the 10th
position among state universities
in the country and 51st among
higher education institutes in the
country. CUSAT also got a Univer-
sityranking of 34 in the evaluation
by National Institute of Ranking
Framework. Heads of Depart-
ments, Faculty members, admin-
istrative staff, students and public
were present at the event. A march
past by the students of Kunjali
Marakkar School of Marine Engi-
neering, CUSAT, and the security
officers added to the fervour.
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Convocation
of Marine
Engineering
Students Held

The graduation ceremony of
the 17th batch of BTech Ma-
rine Engineering students
from the Kunjali Marakkar
School of Marine Engineer-
ing (KMSME) was held at the
seminar complex on July 10.
Dr. Sanjay Bhavnani, Direc-
tor & Chief Operating Offi-
cer, MMS Maritime (India)
Pvt.Ltd., Mumbai was the
chief guest of the ceremony.

V V Paul, E&SS-cum-Dep-
uty Director General (Tech),
Mercantile Marine Depart-
ment, Kochi was the Guest
of Honour Dr. P G Sankaran,
Vice Chancellor, CUSAT, pre-
sided over the function. Prof.
(Dr.) P G Sankaran handed
over the Merit and Course
Certificate to the Cadets. The
college magazine ‘Meridian’
was released by Dr. Sanjay
Bhavnani.

Felicitations by Dr. K A Si-
mon, Director, Albert’s Mar-
itime Institute, Kalamassery
and, Dr. V Sivanandan Acha-
ri, Registrar, CUSAT, and
vote of thanks was extended
by Dr. Jis George, Course in-
Charge, KMSME.

Cochin University Students
Union Office-bearers Swear in

he office-bearers of the Student Un-
ion of Cochin University of Science
and Technology for the year 2024-25 as-
sumed charge on the 19th. Kurien Biju,
athird-semester Ph.D. (LLM in IPR) stu-
dent from IUCIPRS, has been elected as
the Chairperson of the Student Union.
The ceremony was presided over by the
Vice Chancellor of the university, Pro-
fessor Dr. Junaid Bushiri.
The Vice-Chairpersons elected were
Naveen Mathew, a third-semester MSc

Computer Science (specialisation in
Data Science) student from Depart-
ment of Computer Applications, and
M N Fathima Hanan, a first-semester
MSc Forensic Science student from
CIS. The General Secretary post went
to Archa S B, a seventh-semester BTech
student in Electrical and Electronics
Engineering from SOE.

The Joint Secretaries are: Moham-
mad Rashid (5-year integrated MSc in
Photonics, fifth semester, ISP) Aardra
S Prathap (B.Com LLB Honors, fifth se-
mester, SLS).

Basil M Paul, a seventh-semester
BTech student in Marine Engineering
(KSME), has been elected as the Treasur-

er. Other positions include: Arts Secre-
tary: Mohammed Nafih KM (BBA LLB
Honors, seventh semester, SLS) Sports
Secretary: Mohammed Zainul Abidheen
M K (MSc in Marine Biology, third se-
mester, MBD) Environment Affairs Sec-
retary: Hana Fathima P. (MA, first semes-
ter, Hindi Department) Student Welfare
Secretary: Shinan Mohammed A Shareef
(BTech in Electrical and Electronics En-
gineering, third semester, CUCEK)
Technical Affairs Secretary: Bajil

Mohammed E P BTech in Electrical &
Electronics Engineering, fifth semester,
SOE, Literature Club Secretary: Niju Roy
(MTech in Computer Science & Engi-
neering, specialisation in Data Science
& Artificial Intelligence, first semester,
Computer Science), Academic Affairs
Secretary: Baisil John Eldho (BTech in
Electronics & Communication Engi-
neering, third semester, SOE)

Office Secretary: Sarath P J (Inte-
grated MSc, third semester, Physics).
The event also included congratulatory
messages from the Registrar of CUSAT,
Dr. A U Arun. Staff Advisor A K Bindhu
and Returning Officer Dr. Jayadas also
addressed the gathering.
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School of Industrial Fisheries Organises
Academia-Industry Connect 2024

4 IF Industry Connect 2024’ or-

ganised by School of Industrial
Fisheries, in association with School
of Industrial Fisheries Alumni Net-
work (SIFiAN-CUSAT) was inaugurated
on August 12 by Dr. Manoj N, Regis-
trar-in-Charge, CUSAT.

Renowned businessman in the field of
fresh meat business, Mathew Joseph, was
the guest of honor and the lead speaker
of the event. He highlighted the key to
his successful business, recounting his
personal experiences and the challenges
he faced. He also spoke about the pre-
requisites for achieving entrepreneurial
success and addressed the questions of
the post graduate students.

Cherian Kurian, MD, Tasty Nibbles
and alumni of School of Industrial Fish-
eries gave a talk on value addition of
food and future prospects in seafood in-
dustry. Anita Sagar, Food Safety Consul-
tant/Trainer, Right Answer Consultancy
Services, and. P Sunil Kumar, Director,

-

Tradouble, General Manager, Aquastar
Marine Exports, President SIFiAN also
addressed the event, discussing topics
on evolution of quality control systems
in India and introduction to seafood in-
dustry. These insights provided invalu-
able lessons for the students of School
wishing to embark on seafood business
careers and gave them a comprehensive

SIF Industry Connect 2024 =

understanding on how to start an
entrepreneurial journey including
the challenges and the marketing
strategies involved.

Dr. S Sabu, Director, School of
Industrial Fisheries and Dr. Ha-
reesh N Ramanathan, Associate
Professor, School of Industrial
Fisheries also addressed the event.
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Induction
Programme at SMS

he official inauguration

of the induction pro-
gramme for the MBA batch
(2024-2026) of School of
Management Studies (SMS)
was held at the university au-
ditorium on August 21.

Prasanth N IAS, Special
Secretary of Department of
Agriculture & Farmer’s Wel-
fare, inaugurated the event.
During his address, Prasanth
IAS emphasised the impor-
tance of evolving thinking
patterns among MBA profes-
sionals and the need to apply
the knowledge they acquire
in both their careers and per-
sonal lives.

John Mathew, Co-Found-
er and Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Riafy Technologies,
spoke on various aspects of
Al research, its unique objec-
tives, and the importance of
understanding the environ-
ment and integrating Al with
the human mind. He also dis-
cussed how to make the best
use of AI capabilities in the
current era of progress.

Dr. Zakkariya KA, Director
of SMS, delivered the presi-
dential address. He highlight-
ed the practical opportunities
that the newly admitted stu-
dents will explore at this pres-
tigious institution.

Assistant Professors Dr.
Manu Melwin Joy and Dr.
Devi Soumyaja delivered the
welcome speech and present-
ed an overview of the induc-
tion program. Social Science
Dean Dr. Sam Thomas, PTA
Vice President Ramu A K,
Alumni Association President
Baiju Ambadan, and Assistant
Professor Dr. Smiju also ad-
dressed the gathering.

‘Breaking Barriers: Challenges Faced by
Women at Workplace’; Panel Discussion Held

Women‘s Studies Centre and Internal
compliance committee of CUSAT
jointly organised a panel discussion on Sep-
tember 5 on the topic, “Breaking Barriers:
Challenges faced by women at workplace”.
Dr. Asha Achi Joseph, Academic Dean, Sa-

cred Heart College and founder member
of WCC and Dr. Daya Pascal, Nodal officer,
District Mental Health Programme, Ernaku-
lam, were the panelists. Faculty members,
Dr. Asha Gopalakrishnan, Dr. Devi Soumyaja
and Dr. Sangeetha K Prathap spoke.

Breast

ancer Awareness Campaign

S e A

Held at Edappally Metro Station

USAT, in association with Renai Me-

dicity and Kochi Metro Rail Limited
observed World Breast Cancer Awareness
Month with an initiative titled ‘Marodu
Cherkkam - No One Should Fight Breast
Cancer Alone’. The two-day programme that
concluded on October 26 at Edapally sta-
tion of Kochi Metro, brought together the
community to raise awareness about breast
cancer and foster a supportive environment
for women facing the challenge.

The activities included a sensory game
named ‘Thanksadot’, in which women
where taught to understanding breast
lumps through sensory exploration, ‘Be a
Real Woman’ initiative in which women

could join the campaign as Pink Ambassa-
dors, a Wakeup activity of quiz on breast
cancer awareness, a collaborative art work
asasymbol of solidarity and rewarding peo-
ple who wear pink.

The initiative intended to engage com-
muters and the broader community in a
series of gamified activities designed to ed-
ucate, empower, and connect individuals
in the fight against breast cancer. Under
the coordination of Dr. Manu Melwin Joy,
Assistant Professor, and dedicated volun-
teers from School of Management Studies,
CUSAT, the event was both informative and
interactive, making breast cancer awareness
accessible and engaging for all.
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el

Week-long National Faculty Development

Programme Concludes

he National Faculty Development

Programme 'Engaging Industry
Consulting Projects,’ organised by the
DDU Kaushal Kendra, in collaboration
with the State Higher Education Depart-
ment Paddle Business Consultants LLP,
concluded on November 13.

In the closing ceremony, CUSAT Reg-
istrar Dr. Arun A U delivered the keynote
address. The event was chaired by Dr.
Santhosh Kumar S., Director of DDU
Kaushal Kendra, and featured speech-

es from S R Nair, Entrepreneur, Mentor,
and Author, Dr. Vinod V Nair, Assistant
Professor at DDUKK, and Devi Nair A,
Assistant Professor at DDUKK.

Around fifty teachers, industrialists,
research students, and about twenty
postgraduate students participated
in the week-long faculty development
programme. The programme included
sessions by experts on various topics re-
lated to innovative ideas and approach-
es in the consulting field.
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Online
Awareness Meet
Held

An online awareness meeting
was organised on August 13
to create awareness among
teachers and research scholars
working in the higher educa-
tion sector about the modern
research facilities in the UGC-
DAE (Department of Atomic
Energy) consortium and the
possibilities of conducting re-
search in collaboration with the
consortium.

The event was jointly organ-
ised by Department of Phys-
ics, CUSAT, UGC-DAE Consorti-
um and Tamil Nadu Open Uni-
versity. Scientists from the DAE
Consortium will conduct class-
es on advanced research sys-
tems such as Zichrotron Radi-
ation and Neutrons Catering
Iron Beam.
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International Indian Statistical Association
Biennial Conference Turns Crowdpuller

USAT hosted the biennial confer-

ence of International Indian Sta-
tistical Association from December 27
to 31. The conference, which aims to
promote education and research with
a special emphasis on India, had four
plenary talks, six special invited talks,
over 100 invited sessions, many contrib-
uted sessions, and a student paper and
poster competition.

Two short courses on topics of cur-
rent interest were offered as part of the
conference.

The topics included Statistics with
R programming, Precision Medicine,
Bayesian Spatial Statistics, Statistical
Machine Learning, Deep Learning, and
Python Programming.

The R R Bahadur Memorial Lecture
was delivered by Prof. Probal Cahud-

hari, Indian Statistical Institute, Cal-
cutta.

Three other plenary talks were given
by Sudipto Banerjee, School of Public
Health at the University of California,
Los Angeles, Pandurang Kulkarni, Glob-
al Data Science and LRL Development,
GBS Centers Eli Lilly and Company and
Bhramar Mukherjee, School of Public
Health, University of Michigan.

The six special invited speakers were
Bhaswar Bhattacharya, University of
Pennsylvania; Jennifer Clarke, Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln; Madhu Ma-
zumdar, Mount Sinai Health Systems,
USA; Debashis Paul, Indian Statistical
Institute; Debashree Ray, Johns Hopkins
University, and Anish Sarkar, Indian Sta-
tistical Institute, New Delhi.

Three panel-discussion sessions on

important topics and career ad-
vice in statistics were also carried
out. These sessions are expected to
benefit young researchers looking
for directions and guidance.

As part of the conference, a spe-
cial session was held to honour Dr.
P G Sankaran, former Vice Chan-
cellor of CUSAT, former HOD and
Senior Professor of Department of
Statistics, who retires from service
in April 2025.

The IISA Lifetime Achievement
Award, IISA Service Award, Early
Career Awards, Best Student paper
and poster competition awards
were also distributed at the con-
ference.

Around 500 attendees arrived
at the three-day conference.

National Conference on Current Trends in Polymer Science (CTPS) and EPOCH-2024

epartment of Polymer Science and

Rubber Technology on October 29
witnessed the inauguration of a National
Conference on Current Trends in Pol-
ymer Science (CTPS) and EPOCH-2024
which brought together researchers,
academicians and professionals across
the country to explore cutting-edge de-
velopments in polymer science and sus-
tainable materials.

The conference was inaugurated
by Dr. Junaid Bushiri, Vice Chancellor
of CUSAT. In his address, Dr. Bushiri
stressed the importance of sustainable
materials and technological advance-
ments in polymer science to address
global challenges.

Dr. AU Arun, Registrar, Dr. Kailasnath
M., Dean of Faculty of Technology, and
Dr. Sunil K Narayanankutty, Adjunct Pro-

fessor, Department of PS&RT, spoke. The
department was lauded for its continued
excellence in polymer education and re-
search.

EPOCH, the national technical exhi-
bition associated with CTPS, showcased
the latest advancements in polymer
technology and served as an inspiring
platform for young minds from schools,
colleges, and universities.
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Innovative Materials for Energy and Environment
2024: Symposium Brings Hopes for Sustainable Future

1'11

i J

DR. J LETHA, PRO-VICE CHANCELLOR, JAIN UNIVERSITY, KOCHI, INAUGURATING THE INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON

‘INNOVATIVE MATERIALS FOR ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT 2024'(IMEE)

he three-day international symposi-
um on ‘Innovative Materials for En-
ergy and Environment 2024’ (IMEE) and
Elsevier Publishers Meet organised by
Inter University Centre for Nanomate-
rials and Devices IUCND) from Decem-
ber 12 to 14 witnessed an enthusiastic
crowd of researchers and academicians
from across the world. Dr. J Letha, Pro-
Vice Chancellor, Jain University, Kochi,
and former Vice Chancellor, CUSAT, in-
augurated the event.
In her inaugural speech, Dr. Letha
said, “Sustainability is a promise made
to the planet and to the younger gener-

ation that a world of resources will be
retained without depleting resources or
affecting the balance of environment.
At a time when the National Education
Policy is oriented towards sustainable
development goals (SDGs), academ-
ic conglomerations are committed to
contribute to sustainability solutions
by balancing and optimizing efforts to
make and conserve energy and preserve
sustainability.”

IMEE 2024 is a SPARC (Scheme for
Promotion of Academic and Research
Collaboration) sponsored international
symposium organised by IUCND along

with Flinders University, Australia,
National Institute of Technology,
Calicut and St. Teresas College,
Ernakulam.

Dr. M Junaid Bushiri, Vice
Chancellor, who presided over
the function, expressed hope that
the deliberations and discussions
at the symposium will be fruitful
in addressing the environmental
and sustainability challenges in
the future.

The experts who delivered
talks includedDr. Ajayan Vinu
from the University of Newcas-
tle, Australia, Dr. Suresh C Pillai
from the Atlantic Technological
University, Ireland, Laura Clariza
from Naples Federico II University
in Italy, Dr. Mats Andersson from
Flinders University, Australia, Dr.
Devagi Kanakaraju from Malaysia
Sarawak University, Dr. Praveen
C Ramamurthy from the Indian
Institute of Science, Bengaluru,
and Dr. Suraj Soman from the
National Institute for Interdisci-
plinary Science and Technology,
Thiruvananthapuram.

Professor K K George Memorial Lecture Held

he School of Management Studies

and the Centre for Socio-Economic
& Environmental Studies (CSES) at CU-
SAT jointly organised the Professor K K
George Memorial Lecture on November
21 at 11 AM in the Physics Department
auditorium of CUSAT.

The keynote address, titled “Demo-
cratic Politics, Governance, and Eco-
nomic Crisis,” was delivered by Emeritus
Professor Dr. Olle Térnquist, Emeritus
Professor, University of Oslo, Norway,
specialising in Politics and Development.

He commended Kerala’s ability to
craft sustainable development policies
by drawing lessons and insights from
historical experiences. He remarked

DR. OLLE TORNQUIST, EMERITUS PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF OSLO, NORWAY, DELIVERING THE KEYNOTE
ADDRESS ON ‘DEMOCRATIC POLITICS, GOVERNANCE, AND ECONOMIC CRISIS

that this potential is a significant factor
aiding the state in its journey toward
progress.

Professor K K George was a renowned
economist known for his expertise in so-

cial welfare and developmental econom-
ics. He was the founding chairman of the
Centre for Socio-Economic and Environ-
mental Studies (CSES) and the Director
of School of Management Studies.
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AMARJEET SINGH, WHOLE TIME MEMBER, SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE BOARD OF INDIA (SEBI), AT THE WORKSHOP

Workshop on Sustainability Concludes

Geojit CUSAT Centre of Sustainabil-
ity Studies (GCCOSS) on October 5
organised a workshop on Sustainability
named ATMOS at CUSAT Seminar Com-
plex. The programme was organised by
GCCOSS, the centre of excellence in
Sustainability at CUSAT set up with the
sponsorship from Geojit Financial Ser-
vices Ltd.

Vice Chancellor Dr. Junaid Bushiri
presided over the function. Amarjeet
Singh, Whole Time Member, Securities
and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
delivered the key note speech on ‘De-
coding SEBI’s Impact on Sustainability’.
“Sustainability v/s Profitability is the
most important debate in the industry”
he said.

“Addressing social issues affecting

industry is the need of the hour,” Vice
Chancellor Dr. Junaid Bushiri quoted
during the presidential address.

A panel discussion was held on the
topic ‘Business case of Sustainability:
Revenue growth, cost reduction and
business resilience’ involving Joseph
Martin Chazhoor Francis, Markets
Leader, ESG Platform, PwC India, Reji
Koshy Daniel, Vice President & Head-
Sustainable Banking, ESAF Small Fi-
nancing Bank, Jayaraman Chillayil, MD
& Co-founder, Equinoct, Padmanabhan
TM, DVP-E & S Division, Federal Bank.

The GCCOSS is designed to be a Nod-
al Centre for initiating and coordinat-
ing cross-department research work
integrating scientific, technical, and
social sciences knowledge. It proposes

to develop and implement general
courses/ graduate/post-graduate
programmes focused on sustain-
ability and specialised courses on
subjects such as climate change,
circular economy and sustainable
supply chain with support from
technical and scientific depart-
ments. It shall also play the role
of an innovation hub for such
technologies and business models.

Industry practitioners, re-
searchers and academicians in-
volved in Sustainability, SDGs,
ESG and CSR were present. Prof.
Sam Thomas, Faculty in Charge,
GCCOSS, C J George, Syndicate
Member, Krishna Prakash Nair,
Associate Director, GCCOSS spoke.

‘Gamification for Learning and Development’ Session Conducted

chool of Management Studies organised the 25th
Faculty Development Programme on ‘Gamification

for Learning and Development’ for the Fellows of Kerala
Youth Leadership Academy (KYLA) at KTDC Grand Chaith-
ram Hotel on July 24 and 25.

The two day session was handled by Dr. Manu Melwin
Joy, Assistant Professor, SMS. The programme was inaugu-
rated by Sreedhanya Suresh IAS (Director KYLA and Sub
Collector & Sub-divisional Magistrate of Perinthalmanna).
She said the two-day training programme is targeted at
equipping the 14 fellows from each district to reach out to
the tribal kids of the Model Residential Schools and engage
them in an exciting and interactive way.

B —
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Aquatic Vaccine Indo-German Workshop Held

he Indo-German workshop

focusing on ‘Challenges
and Emerging Opportunities
in Vaccine Development for
Aquaculture’ concluded on No-
vember 28 at the Grand Hotel,
Kochi.

The two-day event was or-
ganised by the Centre of Excel-
lence for Aquatic Vaccine De-
velopment at School of Marine
Sciences, in collaboration with
the University of Veterinary
Medicine, Hannover, Germany.

The workshop featured par-
ticipation from scientists from
Germany and the UK.

It was inaugurated by Dr.

] K Jena, Deputy Director-Gen-
eral of Fisheries.

Dr. Punnadath Preetham E.,
Associate Professor and Coor-
dinator of the CUSAT Center of
Excellence for Aquatic Vaccine,
delivered the welcome address.
The event included speeches by
Dr. Mikolaj Adamek, Principal
Investigator at the University
of Veterinary Medicine, Han-
nover; Dr. M Junaid Bushiri,
Vice Chancellor of CUSAT; Dr.
] KJena, Deputy Director-Gen-
eral of ICAR Fisheries Science;
Dr. Kim D Thompson, Head
of the Aquaculture Research
Group at the Moredun Insti-

tute, UK; and Dr. Mohamed
Hatha, Director of School of
Marine Sciences, CUSAT.

Supported by the Indo-Ger-
man Science and Technology
Collaboration (IGSTC) India,
the workshop aimed to bring
together national and interna-
tional scientists.

The event saw participation
from 23 international scientists
from countries including the
UK, Germany, Norway, Thai-
land, Malaysia, Vietnam, South
Africa, Mexico, and Taiwan, as
well as over 30 Indian scientists
and representatives from rec-
ognised industries.

The event saw
participation from

23 international
scientists from
countries including the
UK, Germany, Norway,
Thailand, Malaysia,
Vietnam, South Africa,
Mexico, and Taiwan,
as well as over 30
Indian scientists and
representatives from
recognised industries.

Dr. V Madhu Presents Paper at Internationa

0zone Symposium

r. V Madhu, Assistant Professor,

Department of Atmospheric
Sciences, has been awarded the Facul-
ty Exchange Award as part of the RUSA
Project jointly sponsored by CUSAT Tech
Foundation, Government of India and
the State Govern-
ment. As part of
the programme,
Dr. Madhu en-
gaged in a two-
month-long re-
search with Prof.
Sumant Nigam,
Chair and Profes-
sor, Department

DR.V MADHU

of Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences,
University of Maryland (AOSC-UMD),
Dr. Ryan Stauffer, NASA-SHADOZ Project
Principle Investigator at NASA/Goddard
Space Flight Centre (NASA/GSFC).

As part of his visit, Dr. Madhu also
presented a paper at the International
Quadrennial Ozone Symposium (QOS
2024) held at the University of Colora-
do, Boulder, USA under the aegis of the
International Ozone Commission (IOC)
and NCAR/NOAA, USA in the month of
July, 2024. He also presented research
papers at the various international cli-
mate conferences held in the University
of Bologna, Italy (2008); University of

Toronto, Canada (2012); International
Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP),
Trieste, Italy (2011); Queenstown, New
Zealand (2014);University of Edinburgh,
Scotland (2016); Korean Polar Research
Centre (KOPRI), Incheon, South Korea
(2018); Meteo France, Toulouse, France
(2017); California Institute of Technolo-
gy (Caltech), Los Angeles, CA, USA (2018);
Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan (2018),
Nagoya University, Japan (2018), Univer-
sity of Tokyo, Japan (2017), Japan Agency
for Marine-Earth Science and Technolo-
gy (JAMSTEC), Yokohoma, Japan (2018),
University of Colorado, Boulder, USA
(2022).
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Technician Training
Programme on Aquatic
Animal Health Concluded

he National Centre for Aquatic

Animal Health (NCAAH) celebrat-
ed the conclusion of the three-month
Technician Training Programme on
Aquatic Animal Health Lab Supervisor
on September 30, 2024. Sponsored by
Department of Biotechnology (DBT),
Government of India, under the DBT
Skill Vigyan Programme, the training
was organised in collaboration with
the Kerala Biotechnology Commission
and the Kerala State Council for Science,

Technology, and Environment (KSCSTE).

The programme, which commenced
on July 1, was conducted in compliance
with the Qualification Pack of the Ag-
riculture Skill Council of India (ASCI).
It aimed to equip participants with the
technical expertise required to manage
laboratories in the field of aquatic an-
imal health, contributing to the grow-
ing demand for skilled professionals in
aquaculture and allied sectors.

The valedictory ceremony was graced

by Dr. M Junaid Bushiri, Vice Chancel-
lor, CUSAT, who delivered the valedicto-
ry address. The event was presided over
by Dr. K Gopakumar, Chairman of the
Advisory Board at NCAAH. Other prom-
inent dignitaries included Dr. Valsamma
Joseph (Director, NCAAH), Dr. Sarika AR
(Senior Scientist and State Nodal Officer,
DBT Skill Vigyan, KSCSTE), Dr. IS Bright
Singh (Founder and Emeritus Profes-
sor, NCAAH), Dr. Pawan K Dhar (Exec-
utive Director, CV] Centre of Synthetic
Biology and Biomanufacturing), Dr.
A A Mohamed Hatha (Director, School
of Marine Sciences), Dr. Sabu S (Director,
School of Industrial Fisheries), Dr. Ste-
phen Michnick (University of Montre-
al, Canada), Dr. Jayesh Puthumana, and
Shibin SP (Assistant Professors, NCAAH).

In his address, Dr. M Junaid Bushiri
emphasised the importance of skill de-
velopment in the field of aquatic scienc-
es, noting that the training will enhance
India’s capacity to tackle pressing chal-
lenges in aquaculture and aquatic ani-
mal health. Certificates were presented
to the trainees, trainers, and resource
persons.

The training programme marks a
significant step in fostering innovation
and technical expertise in aquatic ani-
mal health, particularly in areas such
as disease management, water quality
monitoring, and sustainable aquacul-
ture practices.

Ground Water: One-day Workshop Held

he Central Ground Water Depart-
ment, Kerala Chapter and Depart-
ment of Marine Geology and Geophys-
ics, CUSAT, jointly organised a one-day

workshop as part of the 'Mera Yuva
Bharat Programme’, including all the
students, young researchers and teach-
ers of Department of Marine Geology

and Geophysics, on August 9.

Mini Chandran, head of the
Kerala Chapter, Central Ground
Water Department, presided over
the function held at the CUSAT
Lakeside campus. Dr. Bijoy S Nan-
dan, Dean, Faculty of Marine Sci-
ence and former Vice Chancellor
of Kannur University inaugurated
the function. Dr. Sunil P S, Head,
Department of Marine Geology
and Geophysics, S Saritha, Dr. VST
Gopinath and others spoke.

In the workshop held under the
leadership of Dr. Joji V S, the role
of students in making the general
public aware of the importance
and proper utilisation of ground-
water was discussed.
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Two-Day National
Workshop on Research
Methodology, Tools and
Ethical Practices

Prof. N R Madhava Menon Interdis-
ciplinary Centre for Research Ethics
and Protocols organised a two-day Na-
tional Workshop on Research Method-
ology, Tools and Ethical Practices in July.
The seminar was inaugurated by Dr. P G
Sankaran, Vice Chancellor, CUSAT in the
presence of Dr. Sam Thomas, Director,
IQAC, CUSAT and Dr. Vani Kesari A., Di-
rector, ICREP

Dr. P G Sankaran, during his speech,
stressed upon the increasing significance
of research methodology and ethical
compliances in any academic domain.

The workshop contained five technical
sessions on various aspects of research
ethics, publication and the use of re-
search tools.

The sessions were handled by re-
nowned experts in the field including Dr.
CT Aravindakumar, Vice Chancellor, Ma-
hatma Gandhi University, Kottayam, Dr.
Sreekumar N., Professor, IIT Madras, Dr.
Jissa VT, Scientist, Sree Chitra Tirunal In-
stitute for Medical Sciences and Technol-
ogy, Dr. Hareesh N Ramanathan, School
of Industrial Fisheries, CUSAT, and Dr.
Sreejith S., School of Legal Studies, CUSAT.

The workshop was attended by over 60
faculties, research scholars and students
of diverse disciplines from Universities
all over India.
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Students Shine at South Zone
Inter-University Youth Festival

USAT secured the third runner-up
trophy at the South Zone Inter-Uni-
versity Youth Festival held at SRM Uni-
versity, Chennai. The event witnessed
fierce competition among universities
from Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
and Andhra Pradesh. CUSAT emerged
as the champion in the Literary catego-
ry and clinched the second runner-up
position in the Dance category.
A 52-member team led by Cultural
Coordinator Dr. Aparna Lakshmanan
S and Joint Coordinator Dr. A K Bindu

represented CUSAT in various compe-
titions. The team's efforts were further
supported by Abdul Jamal, Subair P A,
Ragesh R., and Office Assistant Vinod J K
from the university's General Services
Department.

In the quiz competition, S Bhanulal,
Gokul Tejas, and Muhammad Amen
secured first place. Vishnumaya D §
bagged the top position in the Classical
Dance category with her Mohiniyattam
performance. Dia Anna Augustine won
second place in the Western Solo cate-

gory, while CUSAT’s team claimed
third place in Western Group Mu-
sic.

In the speech competition,
Nada Ayisha secured third place
and also achieved the same po-
sition in the debate along with
$ S Nandakumar. In Carnatic Mu-
sic, Shraddha K. earned fourth
place. The university also achieved
fourth positions in Drama and
Group Singing and fifth place in
Skit.

CUFF Kicks off with Aattam

he second edition of

Cochin University Film
Festival (CUFF), hosted by the
students’ union of the univer-
sity from July 29 to August 1,
began with the screening of
the film Aattam (The Play). The
festival held at the Seminar
Complex of the varsity show-
cased eleven films across vari-
ous genres and languages.

The opening ceremony wit-
nessed the presence of sever-
al crew members of Aattam,
including the film’s director
Anand Ekarshi. Following the
screening, the crew members
interacted with the students

about the movie, which had
previously received critical ac-
claim at various international
film festivals.

“We have meticulously cu-
rated the film festival, includ-
ing a diverse range of films.
For the second edition of the
festival, we also incorporated
short film competitions and
theatre workshops,” said Rithin
Udayan, students’ union chair-
person.

A short film competition
was also held as part of the film
festival, which featured a Sufi
Night, led by the music band
‘Sufiyana’.
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Mangrove Plantation, Restoration
Project Initiated at Vypin

he Commonwealth project at

CUSAT, in collaboration with the
Commonwealth of the UK, launched
an initiative on December 4 for the res-
toration and plantation of mangroves in
Elamkunnapuzha panchayat in Vypin,
Ernakulam. The project was initiated
under the guidance of Senior Profes-
sor Dr. M Harikrishnan, with Kenyan
research scholar Frederick Juma Syan-
ya from School of Industrial Fisheries
taking part in the efforts.

In collaboration with renowned
mangrove conservationist T P Muruke-
san from Vypin, 500 mangrove saplings
were planted in the panchayat. The pro-
grammewas inaugurated by Dr. S Bijoy
Nandan, former Vice Chancellor of
Kannur University and Dean of Facul-
ty of Marine Sciences at CUSAT. Rasi-
kala Priyaraj, Elamkunnapuzha pan-

chayat president, Dr. S Sabu, Director,
School of Industrial Fisheries, Swathish
Sathyam, Panchayat Ward Member, Dr.
M Harikrishnan, Senior Professor from
School of Industrial Fisheries, also par-
ticipated in the initiative.

CUSAT research-
er Dr. Sreelakshmi and
T P Murukesan conducted
awareness classes on the
importance of mangrove
conservation. The sessions
emphasised the role of
mangroves as hature-based
solutions for combating
climate change and pre-
serving coastal ecosystems.

As part of the initiative,
a drawing competition on
the theme of ‘Mangrove
Conservation’ was con-
ducted across schools in
the panchayat. The project aims
to promote environmental sus-
tainability and ensure increased
awareness and active participa-
tion, especially among the youth.

Coastal Clean-up Drive Held

he Department of Marine
Biology, Microbiology and
Biochemistry, Cochin University
of Science and Technology, in col-
laboration with the National Cen-
tre for Coastal Research, Chennai,
conducted a coastal cleanup along
Fort Kochi on September 22.
The drive was conducted in
association with the Department
of Zoology, SNM College, Malian-

kara; Department of Zoology, St.
Albert’s College, Ernakulam, and
the NSS unit of Sacred Heart Col-
lege, Thevara. A total of 31 sacks of
footwear, 5 sacks of glass bottles,
14 sacks of plastic bottles, nine
sacks of polystyrene, 15 sacks of
thermocol, six sacks of plastic
films/wrappers, and three heaps
of wood waste were collected and
removed from the beach.

The waste
materials
weighed 1,123
kg including
694 Kg of plas-
tic. The pro-

cluded with
the shifting of
waste for recy-
cling through
Plan@Earth,
Kochi.
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List of PhD Theses Published in July-December 2024

APPLIED CHEMISTRY

1. Arya Sethu M, Fabrication of Electrochemical
Sensors for Biological Molecules and
Characterisation of Anodes for Sea Water
Batteries, Dr. Leena R.

2. Athira P, Charge Transfer Dynamics Within
Porphyrin-Graphene Quantum Dot Systems:
Significance in Sensing and Dye-Sensitized Solar
Cell Applications, Dr. Kala R.

3. Gopika Sabu, Molecular Mechanism of HLA-
DP2 Mediated Beryllium Hypersensitivity and
Inhibitory Action of Nucleoside Analogues on
SARS-COV-2rd RP Enzyme-A Compuational
Investigation, Dr. Susmitha De.

4. KeerthiK, Development of Chemical Sensors for
Some Compounds of Clinical Relevance-Optical
and Voltammetric Strategies, Dr. K Girishkumar.

5. Maria Augustine, A Comprehensive Study on the
Synthesis, Physicochemical and Biochemical
Characterisation of Aniline - Formaldehyde
Composites, Dr. PV Mohanan.

6. Merin Joseph, Design and Development of
Graphitic Carbon Nitride Based Hetrostructures
for Multifaceted Applications, Dr. Suja Haridas.

7. Rosmy Joy, Heterojunction Engineering of
Titanate Perovskotes for Eneregy Storage and
Harvesting Applications, Dr. Suja Haridas.

8. Sumi P M, Development of Atom Efficient
Routes for the Synthesis of Highly Substituted
3(2H)- Furanone and Quinoline as Potential
Candidates for Cancer Therapy and Studies on a
few Bisanthracenes Exhibiting Conformational
Polymorphism, Dr. Prathapan S.

APPLIED ECONOMICS

9. FreedaVSimon, A Comparative Study of Women
Agricultural Labourers in Paddy Cultivation-
Alappuzha and Palakkad Districts of Kerala, Dr.
K C Sankaranarayanan.

ATMOSPHERIC SCIENCES

10. Amal Joy, Investigations of Land-Atmosphere
Interactions Over India, Dr. K Satheesan.

BIOTECHNOLOGY

11. DayanaMathew, Optimisation, Characterisation
and Large Scale Production of Melanin
Nanoparticles from Pseudomonas Stutzeri Strains
BTCZ109 and BTCZ305 and its Applications as
Stimuli Responsive Drug Delivery Vehicle, Dr.
Saritha G Bhat.

12. Venetia D'rose, Genomic Analysis of the Probiotic
Bacillus Amgloliquefaciens BTSS3 as Prophylactic
forInflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD) in Zobrafish
(Danio Reriol Model, Dr. Saritha G Bhat.

CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE IN ADVANCED
MATERIALS

13. Soumya Ravi, Multifarious Roles of Glucose
Derived Carbon Dots in Heavy Metal Ion Detection
and Solid Polymer Electrolyte Applications, Dr. M
KJayaraj.

CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF PETROCHEMICALS
ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY

14. RajeshKA, Development of Toughened Poly(Lactic
Acid) Based Sustainable Blends for 3D Printing
and Biocomposites of Pla with Epoxidised Neem
Oil and Coir Fibre, Dr. Varghese T O.

CENTRE FOR MARINE LIVING
RESOURCES & ECOLOGY

15. Vishnu Narayanan, Subseasonal Variability and
Spatial Hetrogencity in the Physical Dynamics
of Eastern Arabian Sea, Dr. Raheed Kunju
Mohammed.

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS

16. Jasir M P, Synthesis of Rythemic Speech from
Malayalam Text Using Machine Learning
Techniques, Dr. B Kannan.

17. K Haritha, Distributed Fuzzy Cognitive Maps: A
Scalable Framework for Big Data Modelling, Dr.
MV Judy.

18. Rekha K S, Stock Market Prediction from
Financial and News Data- A Deep Learning
Approach, Dr. Sabu M.K.

19. Sreekala M, Development of A Novel Encryption
Technique for the Security Enhancement of
Multimedia Using Elliptic Curves, Dr. Varghese Paul.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE

20. ManojRayD, Effort Prediction in Global Software
Development Projects with Deep Learning
Algorithms, Dr. Philip Samuel.

21. Sara Renjit, Development of a Framework for
Textload Entailment Recognition in Malayalam
Language, Dr. Sumam Mary Idicula.

22. Suresh Kumar N, Building Design Artifacts for
Formal Modeling and Verification of IoT Protocols,
Dr. G Santhosh Kumar, Dr. A Sreekumar.

CSIR-NIO

23. Sulfiya K M, Development of Photodynamic
Antimicrobial Chemotherapy for Disinfecting
Water Associated Bacterial Pathogens, Dr. AnasA.

HINDI

24. Abhiramy M S, Samakaleen Gram Kendrit
Kahaniyom Mein Stree Jeevan Ki Stihitiyan, Dr.
K Vanaja.

25. Arya P Mani, Stri Vimarsh Ke Pariprekshy Mein
Anamika Ki Rachanayen, Dr. K Vanaja.

26. Kanakalatha O, Swayam Prakash Ka Kahani
Sahitya : Ek Adhyayan, Dr. R Sasidharan.

27. Kavya Nair B, Queer Siddhant Ke Pariprekshy
Mein Ikkisvin Shatabdi Ka Hindi Sahitya, Dr. K
Vanaja.

28. Vishnuja Mohan, Alka Saraogi Aur T D
Ramakrishnan Ka Katha Sahitya: Ek Tulna, Dr.
Girish Kumar K K.

ICAR-CIFT

29. Amruth P, Evaluation of the Techno-Functional
and Bioactive Properties of Carrageenan Based
Composite Films for Applications in Wound
Dressing, Dr. Suseela Mathew P.

30. Jean Mary Joy, Biofunctional Properties of
Gelatin, Gelatin Hydrolysate and Gelatin Peptide
Fraction from Skin of Katsuwonus Pelamis:
Development of Encapsulated Chitosan-Coated
Gelatin Peptide Liposomes for Nutraceutical
Applications, Dr. Suseela Mathew P.

ICAR-CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF FISHERIES
TECHNOLOGY

31. Souda V.P, Optical Characteristics of
Chromophoric Dissolved Organic Matter, its
Dynamics and Satelite Retrieval Along Coastal
Waters off Kochi, Southeastern Arabian Sea, Dr.
Muhamed Ashraf P.

32. Vineetha Das, Diversity of Actino Bacteria in
Aquatic Environment from Kochi and Genome
Guided Metabolomics Profiling of Streptomyces
Murinus THV12, Dr. Toms C Joseph.

NTM-K

33. Adarsh S, Bio-Inspired Systems for Novelty
Detection, Dr. AshrafS.

34. Arya Krishnan, Finger Vein Biometrics Based
on Venous Anatomy and Pulsations, Dr. Tony
Thomas.

35. Vishnu M, Morphometric Studies on the
Geometric Complexity of Plant Leaves, Dr. R
Jaishankar.

INSTRUMENTATION

36. S Sundararajan, Sythesis and Analysis of Low
Power and High Speed Translinear Circuits
for the Linearisation of Sensors, Dr. K N
Madhusoodhanan.

37. Thomas Antony, Design Optimisation,
Development and Validation of Fiber Optic
Hydrophones for Submadne Passive Sonar
Arrays, Dr. K Rajeev Kumar (Late), Dr. K.N
Madhusoodanan.

INTER UNIVERSITY CENTRE FOR
DEVELOPMENT OF MARINE BIOTECHNOLOGY

38. Deepthi K, Phytophramacological Implication
of Seshania Grandflora, Dr. K Habeeb Rahman.

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF PHOTONICS

39. Hajara P, Explosing Novel Applications of Zno
Thin Films in Menristor Fabrication, Triboelectric
Nanogenerator and Textile Functionalisation, Dr.
Saji KJ.

IPR STUDIES

40. Agnes Augustian, Concept and Protection of
Personality Rights in India: A Comparative Study
with US and Europe, Dr. Anson C J, Dr. Vishnu
Sankar P.

41. Sruthy Rajendran, Patenting Public Funded
Innovations in India: A Critical Analysis of Policy
and Practices, Dr. N S Gopalakrishnan.

KSCSTE

42. Arjun P, Hydrogeochemical and Isotopic
Characterisation of Groundwater Along the
Alluvial and Lateritic Zones of Kasaragod District,
Kerala, India, Dr. Gireesh Gopinath.
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MARINE BIOLOGY, MICROBIOLOGY &
BIOCHEMISTRY

43. Anooja V V, Molecular and Functional
Characterisation of Two Hepcidin Isoforms from
Fishes, Dr. Rosamma Philip.

44. Athira P P, Molecular and Functional
Characterisation of Beta-Defensins from Fishes,
Dr. Rosamma Philip.

45. Archana K, Molecular Charactetisation and
Functional Evaluation of Bioactive Peptides
from Crustaceans, Dr. Rosamma Philip, Dr.
Muraleedharan Nair S.

46. Jima M, Meiofauna of High-Latitude Glacial
Fjords of Arctic (Kongsfjorden and Krossfjorden)
with Emphasis on Foraminifera Community, Dr.
S Bijoy Nandan.

47. M Abhijith, Bacterial Diversity Associate with
Microalgal Assemblages: An Ln Situ and Culture
Based Investigation, Dr. Lathika Cicily Thomas.

48. Neelima, Molecular and Functional
Characterisation of An Antimicrobial Peptide,
So-Crustin from the Orange Mud Crab, Scylla
Olivacea (Herbst, 1796), Dr. Rosamma Philip, Dr.
S Muraleedharan Nair.

49. VishnupriyaS$, Diversity of Bacterial Communities
in the Surficial Sediments of Kongsfiorden and
Krossfiorden and the Functional Diversity with
Special Reference To Utilisation of Structurally
Stable Polysaccharides, Dr. AA Mohamed Hatha.

MATHEMATICS

50. Abdul RofV, Queueing-Inventory with Reduction
Sale, (S, S)/ Production Replenishment, Ageing,
Evolution Through Random Environment, Dr. A
Krishnamoorthy.

51. DivyaPB,AStudy on Central Attacks in Complex
Networks, Dr. T P Johnson, Dr. Kannan B.

52. Navin Tomy, A Study on Lattices of L-Open and
L-Closed Subsets and Related Topics, Dr. T P
Johnson.

53. Siji Michael, A Study on Certain Categories
Arising from Semigroups and Semirings, Dr. P G
Romeo.

NATIONAL CENTRE FOR EARTH SCIENCE
STUDIES

54. Ramesh Madipally, Study on Coastal
Hydrodynamics Along the Southwest Coast of
India Through Video Monitoring Techniques, Dr.
L Sheela Nair.

NCAAH

55. Diya Dominic, In Vitro Propagation,
Cytopathogenicity and Replicaion Kinetics
of Shrirnp Parvovirus (PSTDV1/IHHNV) and
Nudivirus (PMNV/MBV) and Their Application
for Selection of Antiviral Phytochemical
Formulations, Dr. Bright Singh, Dr. Valsamma
Joseph.

NCESS

56. Sribin C, Seismological Insights on the
Geodynamic History of the Western Ghats from
Shallow Crustal Structure and Upper Mantle
Anisotropy, Dr. Padma Rao B.

NPOL

57. Krishnakumar R, Simulation and Experimental
Validation of Self -Noise in Piezoelectric
Transducers and Enhancement of Performance
Charcteristics By Broadband Tuning, Dr. R
Ramesh.

58. Rajeev R Ashokan, An Investigation on the
Design, Fabrication and Characterisation of
Sensors for Ocean Profiling, Dr. R Ramesh.

59. Sham Kumar S, Design and Development of
A Novel Interrogator System for Fiber Optic
Underwater Acoustic Sensors, Dr. R Rajesh.

PHYSICAL OCEANOGRAPHY

60. Anup N, Dynamics of Sea-Level Variability on
Timescales Ranging from Minutes To Season
Along the Western Bay of Bengal, Dr. V Vijith.

PHYSICS

61. Krishnapriya T K, Photoluminescence-Based
Cancer Cell Imaging and Sensing Using Carbon
Dots and Lanthanide-Doped Fluoro and
Hydroxyapatite, Dr. Asha A S, Dr. M K Jayaraj.

62. Navya Joseph, Development of Rare-Earth Free
Hard Magnetic and Magnetocaloric Materials,
Dr. Senoy Thomas.

63. Swathy B Saseendran, Development of
Molybdenum Disulfide(MOS2) Nanostructures
and Thin Films for Hydogen Evolution Reaction
(HER) and Super Capacitor Applications, Dr. Asha
A.S.

POLYMER SCIENCE & RUBBER TECHNOLOGY

64. Ananjana K, Superparamagnetic Iron Oxide
Nanoparticles - Layered Double Hydroxide
Magnetic Nanoconstructs and Formulations with
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Hyperthermia Potential for Cancer Therapy, Dr.
Sailaja G S.

SCHOOL OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

65.

66.

Balamuralikrishna, Groundwater Chemistry,
Industrial and Irrigation Suitability of Water: A
Hydro Geoanalytical Study from Placer Mineral
Enriched Coastal Regions of Kerala, India, Dr. V
Sivanandan Achari.

Hariprasad N, Carbon Dioxide Activation and
Subsequent Reduction To Value Added Chemicals
and Fuels on Graphitic Carbon Nitride Surfaces,
Dr. Harendranathan Nair.

SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT STUDIES

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

Anjaly A, Workplace Incivility and Service
Employee Creativity: Roles of Negative Affect State
and Self Efficacy, Dr. Nemat Sheeren S.

Lakshmi, A Thematic Study of Income Generation
from Non-Timber Forest Produce By the
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups of Kerala,
Dr. M Bhasi.

NeethuMohan, Personalisation-Privacy Paradox:
Role of Technology Readiness in Understanding
Users' Perceptions and Attitude Towards Online
Behavioural Advertising, Dr. Zakkariya K A.

Rexy Ros Bobby, Examining the Effects of Fear
of Missing Out (FOMO), Social Comparison and
Materialism on Online Compulsive Buying of the
Addictive Users of Social Networking Sites, Dr.
Zakkariya K A.

Sahadudheen 1, Crude Oil, Gold and Stock
Prices : Asymmetries Time-Varying Dynamics,
and Volatility Spillovers in India, Dr. Santhosh
Kumar PK.

Sebastian Joy Panattil, Examining the Role
of Game Elements in Fostering Affective
Commitment Through A Gameful Experience in
A Gamified Geographic Information System, Dr.
Manu Melwin Joy.

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING

73.

74.

Ancy Sherin Jose, Design and Development of
Classification Models for Intrusion Detection in
Software Defined Networks, Dr. Latha R Nair, Dr.
Varghese Paul.

Arun G Nair, Numerical Investigations on
Performance Enhancement of Scramjet Combustor
Using Modified Strut Based Flameholder, Dr. Tide
PS.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

Arun Shaji B.K, Investigations on Metamaterial
Superstrates for Gain Enhancement in
Rectangular Microstrip Patch Antenna, Dr. Anju
Pradeep.

Basil J Paul, Dual Composite Right/Left-Handed
(D-CRLH) Transmission Line Inspired Compact
Planar Microwave Devices, Dr. Mridula S.

Beena Puthillath, Some Studies on Electrical
System Safety from Human and Management
Systems Point of View, Dr. M Bhasi, Dr. C A Babu.

Biju P Varghese, An Investigation of the Strength
and Deformation Characteristics of Concrete
Deep Beams with Web Openings Away from the
Load Paths, Dr. Dipak Kumar Sahoo.

Chithra Liz Palson, Tunable Impedance,
Frequency and Group Delay Circuits for
Reconfigurable RF Front Ends, Dr. Babita Roslind
Jose, Dr. Deepti Das Krishna.

Dileep Kumar P G, Ground Water Quality
Modelling of an Urban Area in Kerala with
Speciala Reference to Floods, Dr. Sobha Cyrus.

JibiJob, Design and Analysis of Underconstrained
Cable-Driven Parallel Manipulators Driven by
Four Cables, Dr. Biju N.

Jiby J Puthiyidam, Enhanced Techniques for
Handling Network Congestion, Urgent Messages
and Client Authentication in IoT Networks, Dr.
Shelbi Joseph.

LekshmiMS, Development of Alternative Binders
and Its Application in Building Construction, Dr.
Subha V, Dr. Deepa G Nair.

Nivea Kesav, Convolutional Neural Networks
Architectures with Reduced Complexity for Image
Classification, Dr. Jibukumar M.G.

Prabha Elizabeth Varghese, Design and
Development of A Secure and Efficient Symmetric
Key Encryption Technique Using Threshold
Cryptography in A Distributed System, Dr. Latha
R Nair.

Praveen Vijayan, Analysis of Jet Fire Morphology
and Development of An Al Model for the Prediction
of Radiant Heat Flux, Dr. Gireesh Kumaran
Thampi B S.

Preetha Prabhakaran, Analysis of Structural
Behaviour of Reinforced Concrete Beams
Strengthened with CFRP, Dr. Glory Joseph.

Reshma Lakshmanan, Design and Development
of Compact Flexible Antennas for Communication
Applications, Dr. Mridula S.
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89.

90.

91

92.

93.

94.

95.

Ritwik A, Development and Characterisation
of Thin Film Hydroxyapatite Deposited on
TI6AI4V Alloys with An Intermediate Layer
of Shellac, Dr. K K Saju.

Saurabh Sahadev, Mathematical Modelling
of A Wastewater Treatment Plant Using Soft
Computing Techniques, Dr. G Madhu, Dr. Roy
M Thomas.

Sekhar A C, A Study on the Permeability of
Grouted Sandy Soils, Dr. Benny Mathews
Abraham.

Sheena Kurian K, Study, Design and
Development of Novel Hybrid Summarisation
Methods for Journal Articles, Dr. Sheena
Mathew.

Sheeba Varghese, Coupling Enhancement
Techniques for Waveguide-Fed Dielectric
Resonater Antennas, Dr. Abdulla P.

Sheena N, Design of Energy Efficient IoT
Network Protocols with Improved Security,
Privacy and Life Time, Dr. Shelbi Joseph.

Shiney Thankachan, Miniaturisation

96.

97.

98.

of Planar Antennas Incorporating
Metamaeterial Inspired Structures for
Multiband Performance, Dr. Binu Paul.

Sreelakshmy1], Development of High Quality
Source Driven Image Inpainting Frameworks
Employing Conventional and Generative
Modelling Approaches, Dr. Binsu C Kovoor.

Thomas JohnV, A Study on Repurposing of Fly
Ash and GGBS Using Sodium Silicate Activator
for Pre-Cast Applications, Dr. Roy M Thomas.

Vinod V Nair, Decentralised Control and
Operation of Limited Area Electricity
Distribution Networks Using Transactive
Methodologies, Dr. Usha Nair.

STATISTICS

99.

Durga Vasudevan, Some Analytical Properties
of Bivariate Lifetime Models for Left-Censored
Data Via Functional Equations, Dr. Asha
Gopalakrishnan.

100. Hari S, Statistical Analysis of Incomplete

Recurrent Event Data, Dr. P G Sankaran.
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